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BAGHDAD (AP) — Pofish Prime Minister Mfcc^daw Rakowski 
started talks£&tnri{Ay : with Iraqi officials ail lateral relations, (lie 
particfrxalioiLOf Polish companies in postwar reconstruction and 
international issues, embassy officials said. They said Rakowski 
met with Iraq’s First Deputy Prime Minister, Taha Yassin 
Ra m adan. The meeting was later attended by senior aides of the 
two offiriaband representatives of enterprises' invotved-m joint 
ventures .in Iraq. Tie Potisb official arrived Friday evening. 
Rakowski told the offidallraqi News Agency (INA) that Poland is 
keen to take part in the reconstruction cam paign in Iraq and help 
In development projects* Iraq is one of Poland’s largest trading 
partners, with a number of Polish firms involved in major 
development and construction programmes. The Potisb construc- 
tion Company Dromex is currently building a multi - mill ion dollar 
highway that will link the Syrian-Jordanlan border in western Iraq 
with the Kuwaiti border in the south. 
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Ramtha development seminar ends 

RAMTHA (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Nassau, ihe 
Regent* Saturday said that the recommendations discussed 'during the 
development meetings here are subject to implementation at any time. 
Addressing the final session of the North Region Development Seminar, 
Prince Nassau said: “We must inform the citizens (on all levels) of what is 
achieved during these meetings by demonstrating the actual role of the local 
governments. Calling for the implementation of these recommendations 
within a limited period of time, Prince Hassan urged all citizens to refrain 
from “demand behaviour.” In light of the new division of the districts we 
must talk abont the concept of homogeny in the local development among 
the provinces, so that it wonld be a turning point toward reinforcing the 
broad basis Tor centralised information in every region," Prince Hassan 
added. The Crown Prince noted that decentralisation and public participa- 
tion does not 'mean that the centre abandons its responsibility toward the 
region. Centralisation Is an open invitation for active contribution In 
choosing suitable priorities and thinking, Crown Prince Hassan, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Education Munster Thouqan Hindawi and a number of 
ministers participated in the discussions. 
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Crown Prince opens OICC conference 

Prince Hassan voices ‘absolute 
support 9 for Palestinian uprising 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Saturday speaks at the opening of the three-day conference of the Organisation 
of Islamic Capitals and Cities held in Amman (Petra photos) 


^ Israeli soldiers kill 3 Palestinians, 


- s» 


injure 17 in continued Gaza protests 


eals car- 
neral 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israeli soldiers killed 
three Palestinians and wounded 
at least 17 others Saturday in a 
bloody day of violent clashes in 
the occupied Gaza Strip. Arab 
reports said. 

The Israeli army confirmed 
that several Palestinians were kil- 
led and others wounded in pro- 
tests in Gaza City, but could not 
provide a definite figure. A 
spokesman said the reports were 
being checked. 

An Arab reporter in Gaza City 
said the demonstrations broke 
out after Israeli policemen, 
accompanied by a gravel-firing 
machine, arrived in four jeeps to 
the Sheikh Rajwan neighbour- 
hood and gjued placards to house" 
walls calling on the residents to 
maintain quiet. 


“What’s the benefit of a de- 
molished house, a killed son?” 
The reporter, who requested 
anonymity, quoted the placards 
as saying. 

Palestinians angered by the 
posters gathered at the local mos- 
que where loudspeakers called 
for a “fight against the army," he 
said. 

Protesters took to the streets, 
pelting Ihe soldiers with rocks, he 
said. Youths erected roadblocks 
and burned tyres in other areas of 
Gaza City and the refugee camps 
of Rafah and Jabatiya, Arab 
accounts said. 

On a central Gaza City street, 
an Arab wearing a shirt in the 
colours of the banned Palestinian 
flag was forced to take it off. and 
then was beaten by soldiers as a 
crowd of Palestinians hurled 


stones from afar. 

Merchants quickly shut down 
their stores and transportation 
came to a halt. Only army vehi- 
cles. ambulances and U.N. cars 
were seen in the streets, and thick 
columns of black smoke rose to 
the sky. 

“There are burning tyres and 
barricades everywhere," one 
Arab witness said. “It looks just 
like the beginning of the intifa- 
da.” or the Palestinian uprising, 
with mass demonsiratinr»s of its 
early months. 

In Sheikh Rajwan, where 
troops opened fire to quell rhe 
protest, three Palestinians were 
killed, and at least 10 others, 
aged 15 to 30, were wounded, 
officials at Gaza's Shifa Hospital 
said. The army damped a curfew 
on the neighbourhood. 


Arab doctors identified the 
fatalities as Fawsi Mohammad 
Bahid, 20. and Abdul Nasser 
Sherif, 16. who were both shot in 
the chest, and Majdi Kourani. 19. 
who was shot in the neck. 

Seven other Palestinians were 
wounded elsewhere in Gaza City 
and the seaside Gaza Strip, said 
doctors at Shifa and Ahli Arab 
Hospitals in Gaza City. 

Some 200 youths surrounded 
Shifa Hospital, where the slain 
Arabs were brought, and clashed 
with soldiers, an Arab reporter 
said. 

The deaths brought to 399 the 
offidal number of Arabs killed 
since the uprising began on Dec. 
8. iyK7; to demand an end to the 
Israeli occupation of the Gaza 
Snip and the West Bank. 


Beirut clashes continue 

■■A’ Junblatt warns ships to stay away from ports 


n lifted 


de$- 


: BEIRUT ( R) — Clashes between 
rival forces kept Lebanon's 
' blockade war rumbling Saturday 
and a PSP leader warned ships to 
stay out of Falangist ports. 

Shortly after the warning from 
mainly Druze Progressive Social- 
ist Party (PSP) militia chief 
i Wat id Junblatt several mortar 
shells hit Beirut port, controlled 
by predominantly Falangist 
: troops loyal to Army Comman- 

• der Major-General Michel Aoun. 

Shells also crashed into the 
. Falangist-controlled port city of 
Jounieh. Some Falangist radio sta- 
tions said they were fired by 
opposition Lebanese gunners but 
a station run by Aoun's forces 

• claimed the projectiles were fired 
. by Syrian gunners. 

Opposition gunners have shel- 
led Beirut port daily since March 
6 when Aoun ordered his patrol 
boats and aircraft to blockade 
illegal militia harbours, die mili- 
tias’ main source of income. 

The blockade sparked the 
worst sectarian fighting in two 
years Tuesday, when 43 people 
were killed and 140 wounded by a 
cross-city bombardment. Two 
ships were hit in shelling this 
week. 

“We repeat our warning to ship 
owners and insurance companies 
to avoid using Beirut and Jounieh 
ports until further notice," said 
! Junblatt, 

-He is minister of public works 
and tourism in a civilian adminis- 
tration led by Selim Hoss, vying 
for power with a military cabinet 


headed by Aoun since last 
September. 

The conflict has stopped flights 
to Beirut International Airport — 
Lebanon's only civilian air link 
with the outside world — and 
forced thousands of people to 
cancel trips into and out of the 
country. 

Leaders of the opposition mili- 
tias have said they will keep 
shelling Beirut Port in retaliation 
for Aoun's blockade, which he 
imposed to bring the militia har- 
bours under government control. 

Seven illegal ports run by mili- 
tias have been a major source for 
essential supplies and arms in 
Lebanon’s nearly 14 years of civil 
war, 

Lebanese analysts said unless 
the 53-year-old army commander 
called off bis blockade of the 
militia ports then all-out war was 
the most likely solution to the 
sectarian deadlock. 

With both sides refusing to talk 
peace, rival forces fought with 
mortars, rockets and 
machineguns around their heavily 
fortified positions in the hills 
south east of Beirut. 

A few shells hit Falangist- held 
residential areas in east Beirut 
Saturday. 

The opposition militias have 
demanded that Aoun end his 
blockade before any ceasefire. 

Aoun, who advocates a strong 
role for his government, has said 
only a Syrian military withdrawal 
from Lebanon would bring 
peace. 


A car bomb exploded outside 
an east Beirut bakery crowded 
with shoppers Friday, killing 15 
people and wounding 150 — 
many of whom had ventured out 
for the first time in four days. 

The blast shattered glass in the 
nearby British consular office, 
which has been dosed since last 
Monday due to security fears. 

Lebanon committee 
to meet next week 

Meanwhile, the chairman of an 
Arab League committee set up to 
solve the Lebanese crisis said 
Saturday it would invite former 
Lebanese presidents and prime 
ministers to meet with it in Tunis 
next week. 

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah told reporters the meeting 
would take place before an Arab 
foreign ministers conference 
scheduled for March 26, but he 
gave no precise date, the Kuwait 
News Agency (KUNA) said. 

A flare-up of fighting in Beirut 
last week that killed 43 people 
forced the indefinite postpone- 
ment of a decisive third round of 
talks in Kuwait with party and 
militia chiefs. 

Sheikh Sabah said Kuwait's 
ambassador to Syria, Ahmad 
Abdul Aziz A1 Jassim, would 
travel to Beirut Sunday to beliver 
the invitations and hold talks with 
Aoun, his rival Selim Hoss, and 
leaders of the six main religious 
sects. 


Hostage freedom hopes not hurt 
by Rushdie affair — U.K. envoy 


LONDON (AP) — . Britain’s 
y ambassador in Lebanon said 
4 Saturday the prospect of freedom 
for Western hostages in Beirut 
A may not have been hurt by the 
controversy oyer Salman Rush- 
die’s book The Satanic Verses. 

A' ."The general assumption is, I 
think, that the Rushdie affair has 
v put back prospects of release. I 
am not sure that is correct," 
Ambassador Allan Ramsay said 
V in a radio interview from Beirut 
on the British Broadcasting Cor- 
. poratioi) (BBC). 

> 3 “I was encouraged, I must say, 

' V ' by the statements made by some 
J : leading Muslim religious leaders 

who have said "in very, strong. 
\. terms thar there is no reason to 
continue holding hostages. This is- 
very much a crime against 


Islam," he said. 

But Ramsay warned: "I do not 
want to raise release hopes and I 
do not want to sound aver-opti- 
misne.” 

The Iranian spiritual leader, 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
on Feb. 14 called for Rushdie’s 
execution for writing "The Satanic 
Verses,” which Muslims say blas- 
phemes Islam. 

The 46-member Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OlCjthis 
week called Rushdie an apostate, 
which under Islamic Law is 
punishable by death, and deman- 
ded that the book be banned. 

Asked about the release hopes 
for British hostages, .'Ramsay 
said: “We have been at great 
pains to stress that one need not 
affect the other — that the hos- 


tage issue is essentially a huma- 
nitarian issue." 

'fifteen foreign hostages are 
being held in Lebanon including 
Anglican Church envoy Terry 
Waite, journalist John McCarthy 
and teacher Brian Keenan, who 
has dual British and Irish 
citizenship. Britain is also seeking 
word on journalist Alec Collett 
whose Palestinian abductors 
claim they killed him. His. body 
was never found. 

. Ramsay played down sugges- 
tions that a car bomb blast Friday 
about 50 metres from the British 
embassy in east Beirut was in- 
tended for the embassy. "We had 
some windows blown out and one 
or two other bits knocked off — 
nothing very serious.” he said. 


Nuseibeh 
calls for 
just peace 
in Mideast 

BUDAPEST (Petra) — A mem- 
ber of Jordan's Upper House of 
Parliament said Saturday that 
Israel and the world community 
have a historic chance for the 
establishment of a just peace and 
a settlement of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

"It Israel chooses not to re- 
spond favourably to this chance 
then it should announce its rejec- 
tion of the U.N. Security Council 
resolutions which aim to achieve 
that peace." Hazem Nuseibeh 
said in a speech before the Inter- 
national Parliamentary Union 
(IPU) meeting in Budapest. 

He said if peace is to be 
achieved Israel ought to accept 
the will of the international com- 
munity and accept the idea of an 
international conference in which 
all concerned parties, including 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). can participate. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Saturday 
saluted the oppressed Palestinian people and 
paid tribute to their heroic struggle in the 
face of repression and injustice. 

raging with u rebellion against 
injustice and repression," Prince 
Hassan said. 

Occupation, he added, is one 
aspect of the numerous cultural, 
economic and technological chal- 
lenges that confronts the Arab 
and Islamic World "which is still 
grappling with hunger, poverty 
and illiteracy despite its vast 
potentials and immense wealth." 

Despite the past efforts exerted 
to resolve the nation's basic prob- 
lems and the continued struggle 
to deal with the challenges. 
Prince Hassan said, the Arab and 
Islamic nations have not yet 
attained the required level of 
action needed to deal with the 
real problems, raise the people's 
standard of living and ensure 
their basic necessities. 


"We extend our hands to the 
people of Palestine in expression 
of absolute support for their up- 
rising to regain legitimate Arab 
rights and restore Jerusalem to 
Arab and Islamic sovereignty," 
the Regent said in an address at 
the opening of the three-day con- 
ference of the Organisation of 
Islamic Capitals and Cities 
(OICC). 

"What is happening in occu- 
pied Arab territories in general 
and Jerusalem in particular repre- 
sents a symbol of cultural chal- 
lenge taking place at a critical 
moment of our history. There- 
fore. we salute the Palestinian 
people and their blessed revolt, 
and support the Palestinian 
efforts as they strive to achieve 
peace in the holy city which 
should be open to all religions 
and should enjoy tranquillity and 
peace, free of all forms of in- 
timidation and injustice." the Re- 
gent said. 

"We are meeting here today a 
few kilometres away from the 
holy city of Jerusalem which is 
still under the yoke of occupation 
rule — a city which embodies rhe 
Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of 
the Holy Rock, as well as the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 


Jordan. Prince Hassan said, 
has realised the immense benefits 
of regional groupings and 
together with Iraq. Egypt and 
North Yemen forged the Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) 
which is aimed at helping the 
Arab nation confront the chal- 
lenges. 

“The ACC aims at deepening 
and enhancing inter-Arab coop- 
eration and for this reason it is 
open for all Arabs to join in the 
effort." he added. 

The Regent said the world is 
witnessing~groupings in America. 
Europe, Asia and other part of 
the world since individual nations 
are incapable of confronting the 
numerous challenges and the 
growing needs of their masses. 

The Arab capitals. Prince Has- 
san pointed out. will no doubt 
shoulder the major burden in 
creating a favourable atmosphere 
that would facilitate the process 
of cooperation. "For this reason 
the Arab capitals are called on to 
come up with the necessary 


Regent receives Lebanese message 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Saturday received a message addressed to His Majesty 
King Hussein from President of the People's Conference of the 
Lebanese Islamic Forces Kamal Shalila. 

The message included a review of the Israeli savage practices in 
South Lebanon, particularly In Shab'a, which are designed to 
drive the Lebanese out of their home and replace them by 
Ethiopian Jews. Shatiia also appealed for Immediate U.N. interfer- 
ence, through UNIF1L. to rescue the region from Israel's 
aggressive schemes. 


means that would ensure con- 
tinued cooperation — which is of 
paramount importance in our 
modem age.*' 

Prince Hassan noted that Arab 
and Islamic cities have become 
over-populated and are shoul- 
dering huge economic, so- 
cial and health tasks for their 
citizens while the rural regions 
lack development and investment 
opportunities. 

He said n well balanced society 
“is one that can succeed in mak- 
ing a fair distribution of popula- 
tion. offering the rural regions a 
chance for development and eas- 
ing the burdens from the cities." 

Other speakers included 
Greater Amman Mayor 
Abdul Ruouf A I Rawabdch and 
the OICC Secretary General 
Abdul Qader Koshak. who said 
that the delegates will discuss 
subjects related to cities organisa- 
tion. cooperation among Arab 
and Islamic cities, exchanges of 
visits by officials, research work, 
seminars and municipal services, 
the protection of the environment 
and other related topics. 

During the conference a semi- 
nar on numbering of streets in 
Islamic cities will be held. 

At the end of the opening 
session, the OICC Secretary 
General presented the Regent 
with the organisation's shield. 

Later Prince Hassan opened an 
exhibition by five participating 
cities displaying samples of 
architectural designs, maps and 
other illustrated chans. 


Arafat, Czech leader discuss Mideast 


PRAGUE. Czechoslovakia 
(Agencies) — PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat left Saturday after 
meeting with Czechoslov ak Com- 
munist Party leader Milos Jakes, 
the Czech News Agency (CTK) 
reported. 

Arafat met with Jakes late Fri- 
day night before leaving Saturday 
for an unknown destination. 

The party daily newspaper 
Rude Pravo said Saturday that 
Arafat's "short working visit" in- 
cluded discussions with Jakes on 
current international issues with 
an emphasis on the Middle East. 

The two leaders also talked 
about cooperation between 
Czechoslovakia and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 
which is trying to create an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state in the 
Middle East. 

Before coming to Prague. Ara- 


fat visited Hungarian officials. 
While in Budapest Friday, Arafat 
called ihe decision by U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush to continue the 
country's diplomatic dialogue 
with the PLO "a very important 
step w-hich will help the peace 
process in rhe Middle East." 

The next round of U.S.-PLO 
talks reportedly is scheduled in 
Tunisia next week. 

Arafat also denied that attacks 
against the Israeli army in south- 
ern Lebanon were acts of terror- 
ism. saying that one shoul not 
confuse "resistance against 
aggression with terrorism." 

Pointing to Israeli attacks 
against Palestinian strongholds. 
Arafat said, 'those who are de- 
fending themselves cannot be 
named terrorists." 

Rude Pravo also reported that 
Jakes is scheduled to visit Svria 


Egypt ratifies ACC accord 

CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian parliament on Saturday unanimously 
approved the formation of the Arab Cooperation Council (ACC I 
by Egypt. Jordan, Iraq and North Yemen, the Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) reported. The new grouping, formed last month 
to join the four Arab allies in a common market, is expected to 
meet in Cairo in May. 


on April 10-11. without providing 
details on the purpose of his visit. 

Hungary has offered to host an 
international peace conference 
on the Middle East and play a 
mediating role in the conflict. 

The offer came at a Friday 
meeting between Hungarian 
Prime Minister Miklos Nemeth 
and Arafat. 

Arafat told Nemeth he agreed 
with a Soviet proposal that a 
Middle East peace conference 
should begin in six to nine 
months. Hungarian News Agency 
(MTI) reported. 

"At the request of Mr. Arafat, 
the Hungarian government gave 
the promise that it would orga- 
nise the international confer- 
ence." it said. 

The PLO and most members of 
the United Nations — but not 
Israel — favour convening an 
international Middle East peace 
conference under U.N. auspices. 

Western diplomats said Hun- 
gary's offer reflected its belief in 
the ability of small countries to 
act as a bridge. Hungary often 
boasts of having kept East-West 
dialogue alive at a time of super- 
power tension in the early WNtls. 

Arafat said Friday West Ger- 


many and Britain had not helped 
PLO investigations into whether 
a Palestinian group had bombed n 
Pan Am Jumbo jet over Scotland. 

"We started a process of inves- 
tigation but unfortunately we did 
not get cooperation in this 
field...." Arafat told a news con- 
ference. 

All 259 people aboard and 1 1 
on the ground were killed when a 
radio-cassette bomb blasted the 
jet out of the sky over the town of 
Lockerbie in December. 

An Israeli official said last 
month Western intelligence agen- 
cies suspected Ahmad Jibril. 
leader of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine- 
General Command (PFLP-GC). 

Asked if he was criticising Bri- 
tain and West Germany, where 
the flight originated, the PLO 
chief said: 

"I do not criticise. I am stating 
facts. 1 am not criticising them, 
but they did not cooperate... I 
have no information." 

He added: "We are against the 
crime. It's an awful crime. We do 
nor consider it a crime against 
Americans. We consider it a 
crime acainst humanilv." 


Soviet pragmatism eclipses U.S. star in Mideast 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The United States is 
losing ground to the Soviet Union 
in the Middle East as Moscow 
proceeds with a more construc- 
tive and positive diplomacy in the 
region. A case in point is active 
Soviet political engagement in the 
Gulf area in the aftermath of the 
Jran-Iraq war and its military 
disengagement from Afghanis- 
tan, paving the way for a more 
effective involvement. 

Dr. Gaiy Sick, former chief 
White House aide for Iranian 
affairs, noted that the Soviet Un- 
ion is taking a much more active 
role in Middle East politics, re- 
placing its oppositional or rejec- 
tionist role of the past with a 
positive and constructive political 
engagement. 

"TTte U.S. position in the Mid- 
dle East has been to keep the 
Soviets out as much as possible," 
Sick said in an interview. "What 
we are seeing now is a more 
active Soviet policy that the U.S. 
cannor stop.” . 

He observed that if the Soviets 
want to have diplomatic relations 
with Gulf states, “there is almost 
nothing the U.S. can do about 
that. 

'‘The U.S. is going to have to 
reexamine some of the basic 
assumptions that it had about its 


policy in the Middle East in the 
past, to take into account that 
there is now a new very active 
player in the region." Sick, who 
served on the National Security 
Council staff in three U.S. admi- 
nistrations, said. 

He believes that from a U.S. 
point of view. Washington can 
play a limited role in a final peace 
treaty in the Iran-Iraq war. and 
only through cooperation with 
the Soviet Union and the United 
Nations, “I don’t see the U.S. 
being a direct player in that role." 

Sick envisages a U.S. coopera- 
tion with Moscow and the U.N. 
Security Council in establishing 
some kind of an international, 
regime to begin the process of 
clearing the Shart Al Arab water- 
way, which he considers as the 
main stumbling block in the face 
of peace talks between Iran and 
Iraq. 

“When you strip away ail the 
superficial part of the discussions, 
it finally comes down to who 
controls the Shatt Al Arab Riv- 
er." Iraq says the river is entirely 
Iraqi while Iran wants rhe water- 
way divided as it was in the 1975 
agreement. 

"There is no obvious com- 
promise of these positions. The 
best way to approach it in the 
near future is with some kind of 
an international regime which 
goes ahead and begins the pro- 


cess of clearing the river to open 
it up to shipping. Letting some 
time go by is a good thing before 
trying lo arrive at a final settle- 
ment. At the moment the peace 
talks are going no place. 

On Soviet diplomacy in Iran. 
Sick, a professor of Middle East 
politics at the University of Col- 
umbia. asserted ibai Moscow's 
overtures to Tehran at a time 
when the Iranian regime was 
most isolated internationally had 
"one very clear objective." 

He said Moscow was tiying to 
maintain some degree of control 
over developments in Afghanis- 
tan and ihe outcome of the poli- 
tical battle for the future of the 
country. While the U.S. and 
Pakistan support Ihe Sunni Mu- 
jahedeen against the Soviet-sup- 
ported government of Najibuliah, 
the Shi’ite Mujahedeen.- who are 
mostly based in Iran, can play an 
important role as the third corner 
in the Afghanistan triangle. 

“While the Iranians want to 
play a role in the creation of the 
new government, the Soviets also 
would like to have some leverage 
to oppose the complete takeover 
by the Pakistan-supported Mu- 
jahedeen. 

“So, the Soviet relations with 
Iran give them an additional 
leverage over the situation in 
Afghanistan.” 

At this point. Sick contended. 


Soviet and Iranian interests are 
almost identical. By keeping one 
party of this triangle from taking 
over entirely, the' congruence of 
interest at the moment gives Mos- 
cow and Tehran a working rela- 
tionship. 

However, he describes the re- 
lationship as “a marriage of eon- 
venience" which could easily 
break up. 

On the U.S. role in Afghanis- 
tan. the former White House aide 
said the U.S. had a close working 
relationship with the Mujahedeen 
in Pakistan, but that he did not 
think the Mujahedeen feel they 
owe the U.S. a great political 
debt. 

"They don't have to take 
orders from the U.S.” 

He said that following the 
Soviet pullout from Afghanistan, 
the U.S. asked the Mujahedeen 
to return the Stinger missiles they 
were supplied by the U.S. for 
defence against Soviet air raids. 
But the Mujahedeen have so fur 
refused to return the missiles or 
even to sell them back to 
Washington. 

“I think this is indicative of the 
level of influence the U.S. is 
going to have together with 
Pakistan... I am not at all opti- 
mistic about ihe degree of influ- 
ence or control the U.S. will 
exercise in that process." 

Dr. Sick is currently presenting 


a series of lectures on U.S. policy 
in the region in the aftermath of 
ihe Gulf war and the implications 
to the region. 

On the spectre of renewed hos- 
tilities between Iran and Iraq. 
Sick, who is currently writing n 
honk on the eight-year war. said 
he believes the war has ended. 
“Both parties are exhausted; the 
populations of both countries are 
extremely tired of the war and 1 
see no evidence at this point that 
the war is going to resume.” 

One of the positive effects of 
the Iran-Iraq war. according to 
Sick, is that it distracted Iran 
from its original effort to export 
the revolution and to carry' it over 
into other countries. "In’ fact it is 
now in no position to attempt to 
do that. They are so. involved in 
their internal affairs that very 
little energy or time or resources 
are left to try in a major way to 
export the revolution. The threat 
was probably exaggerated at (he 
beginning. The threat was never 
as great as the U-S. and the West 
in particular had made it out to 
be. But it has certainly been 
greatly reduced. 

"Khomeini is a bitter man at 
this point. A lot of people see the 
revolution as having faltered and 
failed to produce rhe results it 
was designed to. After ten years, 
a lot people inside Iran, including 
high level officials, are critical." 
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U.N. peace force reports 
violations of Afghan accord 


KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — A top U.N. official 
said Saturday there have been violations of the 
agreement that ended the Soviet Union’s military 
involvement In Afghanistan. 


:■ Southern Sudanese refugees displaced by the country’s civil war 
.1 greeted foreign journalists Saturday at a camp in Mugjad, in western 
Sudan. 

■ SPLA claims capture 
of garrison near Juba 


JUBA, Sudan (R) — Rebels in 
southern Sudan claimed Friday 
they had captured the Nile River 
garrison town of Mongalla. clos- 
ing in on the southern regional 
capital Juba. 

Mongalla was the seventh gov- 
ernment-held town to fall to" the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
: (SPLA) in the past three weeks 
' ‘and its capture heightened ten- 
* sion in Juba, which is still in 
government hands but complete- 
ly surrounded by rebel forces. 
v Official sources said the SPLA 
* began attacking Mongalla. a gar- 
; rison town 50 kilometres north of 
‘“Juba, Wednesday and Thursday 
night artillery fire there was audi- 
'J.ble in Juba. 

"* Radio Juba has ceased to func- 
' tion due to chronic electricity 
'shortages. Army sentries at Juba 
^ airport listened to the announce- 
‘•tnent of Mongalla’s fall broadcast 
V;on SPLA radio. 

t The SPLA has been fighting 
'since 1983 against what it sees as 
'domination of Sudan’s Christian 


and animist south bv the Muslim 
nonh. , _ . 

Colonel Osman, the head of 
military intelligence in Juba, re- 
fused to comment on the Mongal- 
la offensive but he said the army 
was prepared for any rebel attack 
on Juba. 

“In general I can say the army 
is ready for any attack and we 
have the ability to deal with any 
unexpected thing," the colonel, 
who declined to divulge his first 
name. said. 

Many people in this besieged 
city believe it will come under 
sustained attack soon. “We 
should be the next in line. We do 
not feel very secure here,” Ro- 
man Catholic Archbishop Pauli- 
no Lukudu Loro said. 

Hie SPLA shelled Juba with 
heavy guns three weeks ago, kill- 
ing 16 civilians and reducing 
morale among residents. Since 
then, several hundred people, 
mainly northern Sudanese, have 
left Juba on the daily flights to 
Khartoum. 


Assad arrives in Algeria 


However. Maj.-Gen. Rauli menl. has lodged more than 800 
Helminen refused to say how complaints agahttt Afghanistan, 
many violations had been com- About 40 officers from Ad- 
mitted or by which countries. stria, Canada. Denmark, Fiji, 

Helminen heads the United Finland, Ghana, Iceland, Nepal, 
Nations good offices mission to Poland and Sweden have been 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, set up deployed in Afghanistan and 
to investigate alleged violations Pakistan to investigate charges, 
of the Geneva accord. Helminen said complaints 

The U.N. -mediated accord, often were inaccurate and inves- 
signed in April 1987, cleared the fixation was time-consuming, 
way for the Red Army’s depar- “There are problems. After 11 
ture after nine years in Afghanis- months, more than half of our 
tan. Soviet troops completed mandate remains unfulfilled, 
their withdrawal on Feb. 15. said Helminen, who is from Fin- 
Under the pact, Pakistan and land. 

Afghanistan also agreed to stay The Afghan government of 
out of each other's internal president Najibidlah has repe- 
affairs. atedly accused Pakistan of 

But since then. Helminen told gathering troops along the border 
a news conference, both Afgha- for an invasion, a charge that 
nistan and Pakistan have accused Islamabad denies, 
the other of violating the agree- 
ment. The Kabul government also 

Helminen said the Kabul gov- has called on the United Nations 
emment had filed 3,000 com- to set up checkpoints along the 
plaints accusing Pakistan of border. But Helminen said U.N. 
violating the accords by con- peacekeeping forces would not be 
tinuing to arm the Afghan rebels possible unless the Afghan gov- 
and sending hundreds of its sol- emment forces and the rebels call 
diers into Afghanistan. a ceasefire. 

Pakistan, which supports the The Soviets have said they 
rebels trying to overthrow Afgha- would continue to supply equip- 
nistan’s Soviet-backed govern- ment to Najibullah’s troops as 


long as Pakistan and the United 
States supply the rebels, who are 
known as Mujahedeen. 

Moscow resumed military sup- 
plies to the government last 
week, including medium-range 
Scub B missiles and other defen- 
sive arms. 

At least four IL-76 military 
transports arrived from the Soviet 
Union Saturday. It was uncertain 
what the giant planes were car- 
rying. 

’ Meanwhile the Washington 
Post said Saturday that U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker is 
close to naming a special ambs- 
sador to the Afghan rebels fight- 
ing to oust the Communist gov- 
ernment in Kabul. 

The Post, quoting diplomatic 
and congressional sources, said 
the move would be paxtiy aimed 
at curbing the political influence 
of Pakistan, through which the 
United States has pumped more 
than SI billion in aid to the rebels 
since the early 1980s. 

State Department officials 
have recommended to Baker that 
he make the appointment, and 
Baker favours the idea, the Post 
quoted its sources as saying. 

A special ambassador would 
not imply U.S. recognition of an 
interim government set up by the 
rebels following the Soviet with- 
drawal on Feb. 15. The Mujahe- 


deen are now fighting the Kabul 
government for control of major 
cities and ultimately the country. 

Senate leaders introduced a re- 
solution on Friday calling for 
continued U.S. military aid to die 
rebels as long as the Soviet Union 
supports die Kabul government. 

Afghans flee 

Nearly 12,000 Afghans fleeing 
fighting around Jalalabad have 
arrived in neighbouring Pakistan 
since the beginning of March, the 
United Nations said Friday. 

A spokeswoman at the Geneva 
headquarters of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said 11,661 Afghans 
from rural areas had registered at 
one frontier crossing point. 

She said others bad crossed 
elsewhere but were not so numer- 
ous and so far no refugees from 
the eastern dty of Jalalabad itself 
had arrived. 

Pakistan is already sheltering 
three million Afghan refugees, 
and the present flow follows the 
arrival of around 30,000 since the 
beginning of this year. 

U.N. bodies and private huma- 
nitarian organisations were pre- 
paring tents, blankets and food 
for some 10,000 families to cope 
with the fresh influx, the spokes- 
woman said. ‘ 


ALGIERS (AP) — Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Assad arrived Satur- 
day afternoon for talks with Pres- 
ident Chadli Benjedid on prob- 
lems in the Middle East, Algerian 
state radio said. 

Benjedid greeted Assad at the 
airport on his arrival from neigh- 
bouring Libya, where he had met 
with Col. Muammar Qadhafi. His 
visit to Algeria was not 
announced in advance, and it was 
not known how long he would 
stay. 

Algerian radio said Assad and 
Benjedid would discuss develop- 


ments in the Israeli-occupied ter- 
ritories and in Lebanon, where 
Syrian troops have been deployed 
for more than a decade. 

Algerian government sources 
said Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak is expected to visit 
Algiers later this month, fuelling 
speculation that Algerian officials 
and diplomats might be hoping to 
help improve relations between 
Egypt and Syria. 

The two countries have been at 
odds since Egypt signed a peace 
treaty with Israel in 1979. 


Pentagon happy with Israel spy assurances 


..WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Defence Department is satisfied 
with assurances that an air force 
officer indicted in the espionage 
case of Jonathan J. Pollard is not 
employed by an Israeli firm which 
supplies the U:S. military, an 
official said Friday. 

The Defence Department had 
sought clarifications from Israel 
• 'after a news report that the officer. 
Colonel Aviem Sella, joined 
- * Electro Optics Industries, which 
-'•-manufactures sophisticated optic- 
al devices, including night vision 
equipment for pilots. 

The inquiry was undertaken 
because under policy, the U.S. 
;govcmment might have had to 
-•cancel its contracts with the 
■' Israeli firm because of a ban on 
: -'dealings with an indicted indi- 
•• vidual. 

*' ' The Defence Department has 


seen a letter from the chief execu- 
tive officer of Electro Optics 
saying Sella was not employed by 
the company, said the official, 
who spoke on condition he not be 
named. 

“We have no information to 
contradict that letter," he said. 
“As far as we’re concerned, that 
closes the issue." 

Sella was indicted on charges 
that he acted as the handler for 
Pollard, a civilian navy intelli- 
gence analyst convicted in 1987 of 
selling thousands of secrets to 
Israel. Pollard is serving a life 
sentence. 

Sella is one of several Israelis 
involved in the affair whom the 
United States is seeking to prose- 
cute. Israeli officials have held 
periodic talks with the Justice 
Department on clearing up the 


lingering controversy but have 
failed to reach agreement. 

• Sella returned to Israel before 
his indiament and was appointed 
commander of a large air force 
base, despite U.S. objections.' In 
keeping with Defence Depart- 
ment policy. U.S. officials and 
contractors acting on government 
business were banned from any 
dealings with Sella. 

That fret, combined with his in- 
ability to come to the United 
States on business, reportedly 
hindered Sella in his job. 

The weekly Defence News re- 
ported last week that Sella left 
the military earlier this year and 
joined Electro Optics (ELOP) on 
March 1. The company, one of 
Israel’s leading exporters, has a 
510-million contract with Martin 
Marietta Aerospace to supply 


night vision equipment for the 
Apache attack helicopters. 
ELOP also supplies sight displays 
for jet pilots’ visors which allows 
them to fly at night. " 

In response to the Defence 
News report, ELOP director 
Nathan Sharoni wrote a letter to 
the weekly denying that Sella was 
employed by the company “in 
any capacity." That same letter 
was brought to the attention of 
the Defence Department, said 
the defence official. 

“It is true we did intend to 
employ him as a consultant,” 
Sharoni wrote, “but this intention 
did not materialise.” Israeli 
sources, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the decision not 
to employ Sella appeared to stem 
from strong indications that the 
United States would object. 


Greek-Cypriot women 
to march across line 


NICOSIA (R) — Hundreds of 
Greek-Cypriot women plan to 
dodge minefields and U.N. 
peacekeepers Sunday in a bid 
to cross the green line dividing 
their island. 

More than 100 women have 
come from the United States, 
Europe and Australia to join 
the march, the third such 
attempt in three years by a 
committee called Women Walk 
Home. 

Tnrkish-Cypriot women on 
the other side of the barricaded 
buffer strip say they will con- 
front the Greek Cypriots with a 
march of their own. 

Many of the Greek-Cypriot 
marchers will be refugees 
asserting their right to return 
to homes in the northern third 
of Cypruswhich they flegrwbcxr 
the- Turkish army Invaded jn 
1974. The invasion followed a 
brief coup in Nicosia en- 
gineered few the military junta 
then ruling Greece. 

The Greek-Cypriot women 
Sunday will be playing hide- 
and-seek with the eight-country 
U.N. force — starting in buses 
from central Nicosia and hop- 
ing to Launch themselves at an 
unguarded point along the buf- 
fer strip before the peacekeep- 
ers catch up. 

Minefields have been sown in 
many parts of the strip but 
members of the protest have 
said they will choose a point 


free of mines. 

Tnrkish-Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash has warned the mar- 
chers they will be arrested if 
they manage to cross. 

The Cypriot government, 
which controls two-thirds of the 
island, is sympathetic with the 
marchers’ aims but is under 
pressure from foe United Na- 
tions to stop foe demonstration. 

U.N. spokesman Charles 
Gaulkin raid that “with foe 
resources available we wiH try 
to prevent anyone from enter- 
ing foe buffer zone.” 

“But we are spread out 
across 250 kilometres with a 
force of 2,100 and foe location 
of foe march is secret. 

“Our position is that foe 
government shpuld jakg pD 
necessary ensure that; 

,, demonst^^or^. do notenter- foe 
buffer zone,” Gaulkin told 
Renters. 

A Greek-Cypriot political 
source remarked: “The gov- 
ernment is not in a position to 
say *we don’t want foe women 
to demonstrate'. It supports 
their right to go home but has 
called on them to be cautious and 
resist any provocations. 

“I don’t think the govern- 
ment will physically stop them. 
They won’t come into direct 
conflict with the women.” 

Women Walk Home says it 
wants the protest to be 
peaceful. 


Freedom proves mixed blessing for Algerian women 


By Jonathan Wright 
Reuter 

TUNIS — The new mood of 
freedom sweeping Algeria is 
proving a mixed blessing for 
the country’s urban educated 
women, protected since inde- 
pendence in 1962 by the firmly 
secular policies of a revolution- 
ary government. 

President Chadli Benjedid, 
by allowing Algerians to speak 
their minds rather than follow 
the party line of the ruling 
.National Liberation Front 
(FLN), has unleased latent 
conflicts which for decades lay 
beneath the surface. 

Among the voices compet- 
ing for attention are those of 


Algeria's Muslim fundamental- 
ists and the message they carry 
is that a Muslim woman’s place 
is at home with the children. 

Ahmed Bel Hadj, prayer 
leader at one of Algiers' best 
attended mosques, inflamed 
liberal Algerian women with 
his recent comments published 
by the newspaper Horizon. 

“Woman's natural place of 
expression is the household. If 
she has to go out, there are 
conditions. She should not mix 
with men and should work in a 
completely female environ- 
ment," he said in an interview. 

“To let a man and a woman 
work in the same office is 
completely against our. 
morality.” 


Algerian women reacted im- 
mediately, demonstrating out- 
side the National Assembly 
(parliament) last week and 
seeking assurances that the au- 
thorities would ensure their 
constitutional rights to equality 
are respected. 

While a delegation pre- 
sented a petition signed by 
4,500 women, others stood 
outside with banner reading 
“yes to Islam, no to pre-Isla- 
mic ignorance," and “no to 
segregation." 

On Internationa! Women’s 
Day last Wednesday, the 
National Union of Algerian 
Women, which theoretically 
represents all the country's 


women, complained in a state- 
ment of a campaign against 
their right to work and educa- 
tion. 

“Algerian women declare 
their commitment to stand up 
to all tendentious campaigns 
against society in general and 
women in particular, especially 
by elements which distort the 
facts... Algerian women de- 
clare themselves determined to 
protea their legitimate rights," 
it added. 

In one of the first test cases 
of the government's intentions, 
the governor of the eastern 
province of Annaba last week 
upheld the right of women 
students to eat alongside their 


male colleagues in the universi- 
ty cafeteria. 

Some male students at the 
Annaba campus had tried to 
enforce segregation by force 
from Tuesday until the gov- 
ernor intervened in the dispute 
Saturday, the official news 
agency APS said. 

The governor summoned the 
students to a one-hour meeting 
and told them that those who 
did not want to eat alongside 
members of the opposite sex 
could eat in two subsidiary 
restaurants while the main 
cafeteria would be for those 
who preferred mixing. 

“Islam opened the doors 
wide to women. It liberated 


them and these measures can- 
not be questioned," he said. 

An APS commentary on the 
affair said, ‘the nation's elected 
representatives have the right 
to pass, amend or repeal the 
law. Students cannot arrogate 
to themselves the right to take 
measures who run counter to 
the country’s march forward." 

Despite a quarter of a cen- 
tury of Socialism in Algeria, 
women are still under-repre- 
sented in the upper echelons of 
power. 

Under the new constitution, 
approved by referendum last 
month, all citizens are equal 
regardless of sex. It also says 
Islam is the state religion. 
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EAST NEWS IN 


Shevardnadze meets with Iran official 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Foreign Minister Edaant ShevmkuOzt 
discussed Afghanistan, the Gulf war and other reposal uswes 
Friday with Iran's visiting deputy foreign minuter, Mohammad 
Hossem Lavasani. TASS news agency said. The official agency Mud 
both men called for an end to Woodshed in Afgharesttn, from 
where the Soviet Union withdrew the last of its troops last month 
It said Larasam banded shcvar&udre a message from foe hub* 
foreign minister, Ali Akhar Velayati. and pledged Iran's witting, 
ness to hold further talks on Afghanistan. On the Gulf war, it $*d 
both sides “stressed... the Soviet Union's readiness to fad State a 
settlement," following last year’s ceasefire. 

ILS. urged to solve Cyprus crisis 

WASHINGTON (R) — The United States should make resolution 
of the Cyprus situation a major priority this year, 15 senators. 
inHjtWjng the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Commit* ! 
tee, said Friday. The senators urged Secretary of Stale James 
Baker to give U.S. support for United Nations Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar’s efforts to reach a negotiated settlement by | 
June 1. “We believe the United States can play a constructive role 
in support of the secretary general's important effort and urge you 
to make the resolution of the long-standing Cyprus impasse a 
major priority in the months ahead." they wrote to Baker. "Only a 
sustained effort on the part of the United States wilt convince all 
the parties concerned, on Cyprus and in the eastern Mediterra- 
nean, of our determination to help find a solution." foe senators 
said. 

Arab women discuss social problems 

BAHRAIN (R) — More than 200 women from nine Arab slates 
met in Bahrain Saturday to discuss issues facing their society. The 
four-day conference, called “Family. Reality and Ambition — 
Towards a Better Future," is the fifth meeting of women from 
Bahrain. Iraq, Kuwait, Oman. Qatar. Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates and North and South Yemen. Conference chairman 
Jamil AJ Jishi. Bahrain's direct or of soda) affairs, said experts 
would present papers on the education and legal status of Arab 
women, their role as mothers, problems of youth and the impact of 
modem development. Shaikha Lnlua Mohammad Al Khalifa, head 
of Bahrain's Children and Mothers Welfare Society, said in an 
opening address it was essential to ensure that modem education 
techniques in foe region conformed ro Islam and Arab culture. 

Assad, Qadhafi hold third meeting 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian President Hafez Ai Assad met Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi for a third session of talks during a visit 
to the Libyan city of Benghazi, the official Syrian news agency 
SANA-said Saturday. It said they resumed talks Friday night on 
issues discussed at their previous sessions. The agency said earlier 
' that Assad, who arrived in Libya Thursday, and Qadhafi had 
discussed Middle East developments and inter-Arab relations. The 
! third meeting was also attended by Syrian Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam and Major Abdul Salam Jalloud. Qadhafi's 
right-hand man. 

King Fahd to visit Egypt 

CAIRO (R) — King Fahd of Saudi Arabia will pay a long-planned 
visit to Egypt in the next few days, the first such trip in more than a 
decade, a leading Egyptian newspaper said Friday. The authorita- 
tive daily Al Ah ram said King Fahd would arrive within days to 
review with President Hosni Mubarak ways of boosting the peace 
process in the Middle East and helping convene an international 
peace conference. Their talks will also cover Lebanon and progress 
.in' peace* talks between. Iran and Iraq, it added. Official confirma- 
tion liras nof immediately available. A visit by King Fahd has been 
planned since Saudi Arabia, along with most Arab states, resumed 
full diplomatic ties with Cairo in 1987. Relations were cut after 
.Egypt’s 1979 peace treaty with Israel. 

Algiers bridge collapse kills 5 

TUNIS (R) — Five people were killed and 203 injured when a 
footbridge collapsed in the Algiers suburb of Harrach Friday, the 
official Algerian News Agency APS said. The agency, quoting the 
state emergency services, said the casually toll was high because of 
market day in the suburb, attracting so many people. The bridge 
crosses a polluted stream close to an old market. 

King Fahd sends TV equipment to Cairo 

NICOSIA (R) — King Fahd of Saudi Arabia sent three microwave 
broadcasting systems to Egypt Friday as replacements for equip- 
ment damaged in a fire. The Saudi Press Agency, received in 
Nicosia, said 26 containers of broadcasting equipment arrived in 
Cairo at dawn on Friday on board a C-130 transport plane. One 
man was killed and seven were injured in Tuesday's fire which 
gutted the top three floors of the 28-storey state radio and 
television building. Saudi Arabian Information Minister Ali Has- 
san Al Shaer said the king’s gift was “an initiative to cement 
cooperation between the two brotherly states." 

Prince Charles flies to Riyadh 

DUBAI (R) — Prince Charles flew to Saudi Arabia Friday for a 
three-day private visit after being dissuaded from playing polo in 
Dubai due to fears for his safety because of Britain's dispute with 
Iran. A senior Buckingham Palace official with the prince said the 
Foreign Office had made an unprecedented request that he avoid a 
scheduled polo match during his visit to Dubai in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), which lies close to Iran across the Gulf. Iran 
broke ties with Britain this month over its support for British 
author Salman Rushdie. Iran said Rushdie should be killed for his 
book “The Satanic Verses" which Muslims say is blasphemous. 
British officials said the prince agreed to comply with the surprise 
request which originated in Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher’s 
office and reached the royal party late Thursday. 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mar? of Nazarnh Chnrdl Sweifieh. 
Tel. K 107411 

Assemblies v f God Church, Tel. 
6327X5. 

SI. Joseph Chord] Tel. M245W. 
Church of the Annanciafiou Tel. 
U744U.- 

De la Salle Charch Tel. ftft 1757 
Terrasanta Church Tel: 622 3<>h 
Church of the Anniinciallon Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Charch Tel. 
77 1 33 1. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Charch Tel. 77 1751. 
Amman international Church Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel- 
811295. 

Rainbow Congregation Tel. 822605. 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel 815X17. 821264 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be fair with expected rising 
temperature and northerly moderate 
wind. In Aqaba, wind will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

Min ./max. ICfflp. 
Amman 4 / jq 


DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Aqaba 1 1 / 2d 

Deserts 3/22 

Jordan Valley 12 / 24 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 16. Aqaba 23. Humidity readings: 
Amman 57 per cent. Aqaba 42 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. SuhcilTannous 804964 

Dr. Jamil Maraoa 776049 

Dr. Munir Wardch 782352 

Dr. Khaldoun Kloub 826919 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77833ft 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 
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IRBED: 
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Al Sharaa' pharmacy (985238) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Al Safarini (— ) 

Kh a) ifeh pharmacy 985417 
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Civil Defence Department 661 1 II 
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Rescue - 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. (Bill 1, 637777 

Fire Brigade 622090*3 


Blood Bank 
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17 

..623 |0I 
-66H0I. 
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Radio Jordan ..I....'. 

... 7741 U 


'Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Elcctriciiy Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08-52000 
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AMMAN: 
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Khalidi Maternity. J. Ann . 
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Jabal Amman Maternity... 
Malhas. J. Amman 

Palestine, Shmcisani 

Shmcisani Hospital 

University Hospital 

AI-Muasher Hospital 
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Italian. Al-Mufaajrecn ..... 
Al-Bashir. J. Ash ranch .... 

Army, Marka 

Queen Alia Hospital 

Antal Hospital 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 
Ibn Sina Hospital 

ZRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital .. 
Greek Catholic Hospital 
Ibn AI Nafees Hospital..... 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... 
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.. 644281/6 
.. 642441/2 
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636140 

.. 664171/4 
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... 667227/9 
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.. 664164/6 
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Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppcrflower price m Bb per kg 
A PP ic 500 / 4QQ 


Banana 350 / 300 

Banana (Mukammar) 300 / 250 

Broad beans 160/120 

Cabbage 120 / 80 

Carrots 2 20/ 180 

Cauliflower 130/100 

Cucumbers 370 / 300 

Egeplanl 200/ J 60 

Garlic 300/220 

Grapefruit 360 / 320 

Leemon 420 / 360 

Lettuce (per oik) 13)/ 100 

Marrow (large) 220 / 180 

Marrow (small) 360/ 300 

Orange (Shammoun) 370 / 300 

Orange (local) 330 / 280 

Omon(dry) 250/200 

Onion (green) — 160 / 120 

Pepper(hot) 660 / 560 

Pepper (sweet) 280 / 240 

Potato 370 / 300 

Spinach 90/ 60 

Tomatoes 140 / 100 


FORTHETRAVBtfE 

QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information b supplied byRoyal 
Jordanian (RJ) intomuoon depart- 


ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (VSf532fXh5. where it 
should always be verified. 


arrivals 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


09:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

0955 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

UfcOO D hah ran. Kuwait (RJ) 

JW9 ; Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

15:30 Larnaca(RJ) 

lfc20 Los Angeles. Chicago. Vienna 

(RJ) 

lfc45 Cairo (RJ) 

17:95 Paris (RJ) 

17:10 London (R3) 

17:39 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:45 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

17:55 Brussels. Frankfort (RJ) 

SfcOfl Rome(RJ) 

21:25 Vienna (RJ) 

9039 Baghdad (RJ) 

OOsM - Aqaba (RJ) 

0&49 Los Angeles, Chicago, Vienna 

other Flights (Terminal 2) 

HhOO Damascus (AF) 

«fe39 Kuwait (KU) 

IMS Cairo (MS) 

12:45 .... Muscat, Sharjah, Doha (GF) 

: Dubai (EK) 

lfc35 Athens. Damascus (OAJ 


17:45 Rome (AZl 

IMS Bcinn (ME) 

19:15 Frankfurt (LH) 

Mh25 London. Cairo (BA) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal (1) 

11=00 Aqaba. Vienna (RJ) 

*1:09 RomeOUj 

**t30 Laxnaca(RJ) 

HJ9 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

***• Kuwait (RJ) 

*19 • — Baghdad (RJ) 

20--29 Cairo (RJ) 

0 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

21:00 — Damascus (RJ) 

21:» Singapore. Rod* Lumpur (RJ) 

22--00 Bangkok (RJ) 

22.-99 Aqaba (RJ) 

22c30 Vienna. New York. Maid (RJ) 
23:15 (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal (2) 

Damascus. Fnuddurt(LH) 

1L-00 ■ PSuk(AF) 

1138 Cairo (MS) 

1109 Kuwait (KU) 

Mrf5 .... Doha. Sharjah; Muscat (GF) 

1 fcW i ...C;. Dubai (EK) 

17:29 ......... Damascus. AthcnsIOA) 

1&35 Damascus (AZ) 

29*5 Sanaa (LH) 








symposium 
tackles illiteracy 
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AMMAN (Petra).-*- A week long 
subregional symposium on the 
eradication of illiteracy- in the 
Ayab World opened in Amman 
Saturday with the participation of 
delegates from Jordan and eight 
Arab- countries in addition to the 
■United Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) which organised the 
meeting in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Education. 

Khaled .• A1 Sheikh from the 
Ministry .of Education told the 
meeting that Jordan's illiterates 
account only to 16 per cent of the 
total number -of adults and the 
ministry .has worked out prog- 
rammes designed to eradicate illi- 
teracy by. the year 2000. 

- Dr., Ghazi Abu Shaqra from 
the UNESCO office in Amman 


reviewed the organisation's prog- 
rammes in the drive to eradicate 
illiteracy and. promote .adult 
education services. The delegates 
are expected to examine and 
analyse matters related to the 
role and activities of authorities 
operating literacy centres, the use 
of modem technological facilities 
in these operations and new 
trends in spreading education at 
the national, regional and inter- 
national levels. 

UNESCO has made arrange- 
ments for a series of lectures, 
seminars, and workshops to be 
held during the meetings. The 
participants come from Jordan, 
Iraq, Syria, Egypt. Tunisia, 
Lebanon, Sudan. Palestine and 
North Yemen. 


NATIONAL news in brief 


EXHIBITION: Her Royal Highness Princess Tagjirid Saturday 
opened an art exhibition by Moroccan artist Hashimi Azzah at the 
Jordan National Gallery for Fine Art. Present were Her Royal 
Highness Princess Wijdan Ali and a number of art lovers. The pieces 
of art deal with the social problems faced in the Arab World (Petra). 

GOOD WISHES: Prime Minister Zaid Rifai Saturday received a 
gable from .the Polish prime minister while the latter’s plane was 
overflying the Jordanian air space. In his cable, the Polish leader 
conveyed good wishes to the Jordanian government and wished the 
■Jordanian people further progress and prosperity. He also expressed 
confidence that Jordanian-Polish friendship would continuously 
serve world peace (Petra). 

TWO ARRESTED: An official military spokesman announced here 
Saturday that two infiltrators into Wadi Araba region in southern 
Jordan have been arrested after entering Jordanian territory from the 
west. The spokesman said that the two infiltrators who crossed into 
Jordan at seven in the morning are being questioned by the 
appropriate authorities. 

DUDIN RETURNS: Labour Minister Marwan Dudin Friday 
returned to Amman after leading the Jordanian delegation to the 
seventh session of the Arab Labour Conference (ALC) which 
convened, in Rabat recently. The conference adopted a number of 
resolutions and restored Egypt’s membership in the ALC (Petra). 

NOISE: A medical team from the Queen Alia Foundation for 
Speech and Hearing is currently conducting a study on the effect of 
noise produced by vehicles on the health of the Pubtic Transport 
Corporation (PTC) drivers. The two-month study will include a field 
survey on the PTC employees (Petra). 

TRADE: A Cypriot trade delegation will arrive in Amman on April 
2, on a four-day visit to Jordan to meet with a number of officials in 
?.the. private and public sectors. Sources from the Federation of 
Jordanian Chambers of Commerce said that the delegation will 
discuss means to bolster bilateral economic cooperation, increasing 
the size of trade exchange, and holding exhibitionsso as to acquaint 
.people with the products of the two countries (Petra). 

INCREASED SALES: Jordanian pharmaceutical industry has 
I sales in. Tuivsia. * jpm.twb omrotthe 

[ Jordanian phaim^eutrcaJ indusfry compames saicL He revealedthat 
' ! a btfjOOO o a rd€r lor Jordanian-rinade ‘medicine was recently made by 
Tunisia. It includes, in particular, various kinds of anti-biotic 
medicines. The source added that as of the beginning of 1989, orders 
for Jordanian medicine increased as it proved its high quality (Petra). 

VISIT: University of Jordan President Abdul Salam Majali Saturday 
received a British academic delegation which represent a number of 
British universities. Dr. Majali briefed the delegation on the 
university Vscientific, academic, and cultural activities. The visit is 
designed to exchange views on entry requirements for the M.A. and 
Ph.D. degrees in Jordanian and British universities (Petra). 

CELEBRATIONS: A delegation led by Bassam Qaqish will 
represent Aqaba Region Authority in Egypt’s celebrations marking 
the return of Taba to Egyptian sovereignty (Petra). 

DUTIES REDUCED: The Council of Ministers has approved the 
recommendations presented by the ministries of finance and cus- 
toms. industry and trade, and supply on adjusting the customs tariff 
on a. number of foodstuffs including dairy products. Customs duties 
on the import of these products were cut by a maximum of 20 per 
cent,. 

.IMMORAL DEALINGS: The general director of publications has 
ordered the closure of two video stores in Ajloun and Na’our for 
dealing with' immoral video films (Petra). 

ONIONS: Sources at the Jordanian Company for the Production 
and Marketing of Agricultural Products said that huge quantities of 
dry onion have been on sale in the market at 250 fils a kilogramme.. 
These sources said that over 700 tonnes of dry onion have armed in 
• Jordan, according to Al Dustout Arabic daily. Jordamn onion will be 
on sale in the market shortly, the paper said. 


WHAT*S GOING ON 

[-The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
.the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

“ft An' art exhibition by Egyptian artist ’Adll Rizqulfah at Al 
Wasiti Gallery. 

An art exhibition by seven Jordanian artists at the Art Gallery 
of Abdul Hamid Sboman Foundation — 9 a.m. - 1 p-m., 3-6 
p.m. 

☆. An art exhibition by Ahmad Ismaiel displaying pai n ti n g on 
Maqamat Al Hariri and Jordanian landscapes at the Gallery, 
Hotel Jordan Intercontinental — 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

☆ An exhibition of posters on the French Revolution at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ An exhibition of paintings by Mohammad Al Jakns at Alia Art 
'-'Gallery. 

☆ An Iraqi children's books and paintings exhibition at Salt 
■ * Secondary School for Girls. 

An. art exhibition by Moroccan artist Al Hasbemi Izza at the 
Gallery, Jabal Luweibdeh. 

LECTURE 

☆ .A lecture with slides, in German, by Dr. Karl Scfamitt-Korte 
entit!ed ‘‘25 years of German-Jonlanian Friendship Society” at 

;the Goethe Institute — 7:00 p.m. 

THEATRE 

☆ A French pby entitled “ Vi vre. Libre on Mourir” at tjfcie Royal 
Cultural Centre — 7:00 p.m. 

POETRY RECITAL 

Poems and muric from Bulgaria at the Royal Cultural Centre 

• — &00 p.« k 

‘ RUMS ‘ 

A feature film entitled U A Swann in May” at the British 
- Council — 6:00 p.m. • 

L*.A jGesrfnrefifa. entitled “the African Queen” at the American 
Centre - — . 7j00 p.m.. . 


Atalla calls for joint ventures 


Unaccorded importance 

contributed to 
tourism stagnation 


By Rania Atalla 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The absence of an ‘‘official” recogni- 
tion of the importance of tourism has been one of 
the major factors contributing to the “poor” 
growth pattern of Jordan’s tourism industry, 
according to Royal Jordanian's Marketing and 
Sales Vice President Ghassan AH. 

“The economic decision-makers have not been 
convinced that tourism is of major importance to 
the economy,*' Ali told members of the Scandub, 
a member of the Jordanian -Scandinavian 
Friendship Association at a luncheon talk entitled 
'Tourism as a Profitable Industry to Jordan.” 

“The tourism industry should occupy a prim- 
ary position in the development plans of the 
economy,*’ Ali said adding that it was hi gh time 
the government revised its policy to give tourism 
the “priority which its potential dictates.” 

To support his statement AD cited the number 
of tourists visiting Jordan throughout the 1980s. 
In 1981. he said, approximately half a million 
tourists visited Jordan. In 1985, that figure 
witnessed an increase by a mere 2100,000 while the 
increase in the number of tourists between 1986 
and 1987 was only 10,000. 

Furthermore, Ali noted that the actual invest- 
ment in tourism during the 1976-1980 period 
amounted to JD 22.8 million, the equivalent of 2.7 
per cent of the country’s total investments of JD 
843.7 million. 

He said the 1986-1990 five year development 
plan had allocated a mere JD 63.8 million for 
tourism out of a total of JD 3,115 million, or the 
equivalent of 2.0 per cent of total investments. 

In 1988, the Ministry of Tourism and RJ agreed 
to launch a JD 1 million plan for marketing and 
promotion in which each party would specify a JD 
500, 00 budget for its efforts. But, according to 
Ali, the amount approved by the government for 
the Ministry of Tourism did not exceed one third 
of the amount required and the ministry was left 
with a mere JD 120,000 for its 1989 advertising 
and promotion efforts. 

In the absence of “a dear-cut official policy 
towards tourism... whom do we (RJ) appeal to for 
a choice of destinations?** Ali asked. 

Stagnation 

He summed up the situation as follows: “The 
lack of official governmental concern... represent 
the mqjor reason (why) tourism in Jordan has 
stabilised, if not stagnated. In relative terms.” 

Other factors that have hindered growth in the 
tourism sector, according to Ali, include the 
country’s infraSfr&fure whlth lie said was not 
conducive -to' the 'facilitation' of tourism; 

“Outside the city of Amman, 'there is a great 
need for hotel rooms, rest houses, refreshment 
centres and sanitation facilities,” he said, citing as 
an example the fact that Aqaba has only seven 
hotels in the three-star and above category. Petra 
has only one hotel with 73 rooms. 

Ali died the absence of a legal entity supervis- 
ing professional and quasi-professional tourism 
organisations and interest groups as another 
factor hindering tourism growth in Jordan. 

Despite all that, Ali pointed out, figures show a 
25 per cent increase in the number of tourists 
between 1986 and 1988, from 1.9 million to 2.4 
million — an increase which Ali said was due to 
RJ’s efforts in selling Jordan as a tourist destina- 
tion to the world at large. 

A 1988 agreement designated RJ as the official 
representative of the Ministry of Tourism abroad. 

Tourism, Ali asserted, can play a major role in 
supporting the government's policy of improving 
Jordan’s balance of payments. He noted that 
investment in tourism did not require massive 
capital and that it took relatively little time to 
generate foreign revenues, especially In compari- 
son to the industrial and agricultural sectors. 

In addition, Jordan's present economic situa- 
tion and the “reduced” value of the dinar 


vis-a-vis foreign currencies presented Jordan with 
a marketing advantage in its competition with 
neighbouring tourist destinations. 

Primary position 

He cited Spain, Greece, Italy and Austria as 
examples of countries which have used unfavour- 
able currency exchange rates to their advantage In 
establishing themselves in the tourist business. 
These countries, be said, had made tourism a 
major element in their economic foundations. 

'‘The tourist industry should occupy a primary 
position in the developmental plans of this eco- 
nomy which is striving for a more favourable 
balance of payments vis-a-vis foreign currency, as 
well as an improvement in the national employ- 
ment rate,” be asserted. 

Also addressing members and guests of the 
Scandub was the Ministry of Tourism’s Secretary 
General Nasri Atalla who said the challenge 
currently facing the tourism authorities in Jordan 
was two-fold: expanding the winter season 
market in the country in addition to increasing the 
yield from that market. The ministry, he said, is 
seeking to develop new activities and facilities to 
attract tourists specifically from Europe and 
North America. 

The ministry’s strategy, he said, was to con- 
tinue to develop special interest activities and 
attractions in Jordan to attract what he referred 
to as “sophisticated visitors” who spend no less 
than a week in the country. Those activities 
include scuba diving and snorkling expeditions in 
the Red Sea, desert treks on camel-back, moun- 
tain climbing and hiking in Wadi Rum, custom- 
tailored desert safaries in addition to evening 
swims and banquets along the Dead Sea shore. 

Opportunities 

Attracting those tourists, be said, necessitates 
that “we forge closer business links between 
Jordanian and foreign investors.” The specialised 
nature of Jordan's winter season attractions, be 
noted, provide “fruitful investment opportuni- 
ties” for business interests and tour operators in 
Scandinavian countries. 

The secretary general said recent developments 
in Jordan’s tourism strategy, the continuing 
“liberalisation and internationalisation” of the 
economy as well as the evolving patterns of the 
global travel industry should drive Jordanian and 
Scandinavian business people to examine more 
closely the new joint investment and marketing 
opportunities that are currently materialising. 

The international tourism market has over the 
.past decade sought new destinations that combine 
cultural and historical attractions with good 
weather, beach facilities and action-oriented out- 
door activities, and Jordan, he said, could develop 
into a destination that meets these criteria. “The 
past three years have dearly indicated that this is 
happening,” he said. 

.He pointed to the Dead Sea, and the Zerqa 
Ma’in resort as well as the Red Sea port of Aqaba 
as sectoral and geographic areas which the Jorda- 
nian tourism authorities are trying to promote for 
Investment purposes. 

“There is considerable scope for innovative new 
facilities and marketing efforts, particularly 
geared to Europeans and Scandinavians,” he 
said. 

Atalla noted however that thousands of tourists 
who would like to visit Jordan do not get a chance 
to do so, in some cases because of the lack of space 
at Petra. The ancient Nabatean dty, along the 
Aqaba seaside resort, be said, were fully booked 
for the coming three months at least. 

Scandub President Khaled Nabghali also 
addressed the group and stressed the importance 
of cooperation between the private and public 
sectors in promoting tourism into Jordan. Public 
relations and promotion as well as attracting 
foreign investments were crucial for the growth of 
the Jordanian tourism industry, he said. 


Management course begins 


AMMAN (Petra) — A two week 
training seminar on the manage- 
ment of information and educa- 
tion programmes dealing with 
population communication in the 
Arab World opened at the Insti- 
tute of Public Administration 
(IP A) in Amman Saturday. 

A total of 24 participants re- 
sponsible for the information and 
education programmes related to 
population communication in the 


Arab World are taking part in the 
seminar which was organised by 
the United Natons Educational. 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO) in cooperation 
with the Arab Broadcasting Un- 
ion (ABU). 

The main address at the open- 
ing session was delivered by 
Munir AJ Durra, director general 
of the Jordan Radio and Televi- 
sion Corporation, who under- 


lined the importance of training 
personnel in information fields to 
promote the process of socio- 
economic development of the 
Arab World. 

Durra who deputised at the 
meeting for Minister of Informa- 
tion Hani Khasawneh said that 
the information and communica- 
tion media have significant role in 
introducing changes in the society 


Soloist Nancy Uscher 
offers encouragement 


By Nelly Lama 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Royal Cultural 
Centre saw, Thursday, a joint 
performance by the orchestra of 
the Jordanian Armed Forces and 
the renowned violist Nancy 
Uscher held under the aegis of 
the National Conservatory, Noor- 
Al Hussein Foundation. 

The programme included 
Florentine March by Julius Fiicik, 
W.A: Mozart’s Eine KJeine 
Nachtmusick (1st Mvr), Georg 
Telemann's Concert in G major 
for viola and string orchestra, 
where Nancy Uscher performed a 
spirited solo. Next came Franz 
Leha’rs soft “Gold and Silver” 
that gave the orchestra the re- 
quired crescendo that they so 
love to end with. F.A. Boiel- - 
dieii’s “The Caliph of Baghdad” 
went faster and had the same 
boisterous ending. 

In agreeing to play with the 


orchestra of the Armed Forces, 
Nancy .Uscher, a violist of inter- 
national stature who has received 
critical acclaim for her solo and 
recital appearances throughout 
the United States, Europe and 
the Middle East, offered them an 
opportunity to practice and per- 
form with her major and accom- 
paniment roles in front of an 
audience: quite an opportunity 
considering her rich background. 
She holds a doctorate in perform- 
ance from New York University 
at Stony Brook, and an under- 
graduate degree from the East- 
man School of Music. She studied 
at the Julliard School and was 
awarded a performance certifi- 
cate from the Royal College of 
Music in London. 

Miss Uscher is a musicologist 
and has contributed articles to 
various publications, and written 
several books such as The Schir- 
mer Guide to Schools of Music 
and Conservatories throughout 


the world, which catalogues 750 
institutions. She is now preparing 
a new book entitled Careers in 
Music. The orchestra, staff and 
public conveyed their apprecia- 
tion for her efforts. 

Other professionals have 
offered the orchestra an oppor- 
tunity for a joint concert and the 
list keeps widening. 

It is now essential for each 
member of the orchestra to put in 
all his time and effort, all his 
power and knowhow to present 
performances where discipline 
prevails and the harmony in the 
sound of the different instru- 
ments brings applause to the 
composer as well as the perfor- 
mers. Only in giving such results 
would they express their grati- 
tude to the many individuals and 
institutions whose time and toil is 
offered in good faith. And the 
public has vouched to encourage 
and applaud them all the way to 
success 


$ 



Crown Prince opens OICC exhibition 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Cities conference currently being held in Amman 
Regent tours an exhibition by five participating — story on page one (Petra photo) 
cities of the Organisation of Islamic Capitals and 


Hindawi opens north 
development seminar 


RAMTHA (Petra) — A seminar 
on development issues in the 
northern region of Jordan opened 
Saturday at the Jordan University 
of Science and Technology 
(JLIST) under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince H assan . the Regent. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Education Thouqan 
Hindawi, who deputised for the 
Prince, opened the sessions 
with a speech tn which he said 
that the meeting was intended to 
help planners, decision-makers 
and researchers as well as repre- 
sentatives of the government and 
the local councils to review the 
development process and its 
achievements with a view to be- 
nefitring from past experience in 
planning for further schemes. 

The northern districts, Hinda- 
wi noted, account for 31 per cent 
of the total area of the Kingdom 
and contain 28 per cent of the 


total number of its population. 
The area is marked by certain 
geographical and environmental 
features serving as advantages in 
the process of production, the 
minister said. 

Hindawi said that the private 
and the public sectors are ex- 
pected to cooperate closely to 
offer more contributions to the 
development of the region. For 
its part the public sector has been 
providing the essential infrastruc- 
ture for all projects and services 
required by the development pro- 
cess, the minister pointed out. 

He said that the gathering of all 
concerned parties and policy- 
makers in this meeting demons- 
trated the concern of both parties 
to forge ahead with greater deter- 
mination towards the develop- 
ment of the northern regions of 
Jordan. 

It is hoped that the present 
meeting will increase and expand 


the participation of the private 
and public sectors in develop- 
ment processes and in im- 
plementing productive schemes, 
the minister added. 

The participants will discuss 
development matters in the fields 
of agriculture, tourism, transport, 
industry, social services, the en- 
vironment and local councils' 
activities. 

Several working papers have 
been prepared focusing on the 
development process in the re- 
gion and providing new prop- 
osals. 

According to local officials, the 
northern district groups 235 local 
councils and more than 1’OU 
population settlements and in- 
habitants of the badia regiqn. 
One of the major areas under 
development at present is the 
Hammad basin where several 
government departments arc in- 
volved in carrying out projects. 
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Jordan to sign international 
treaty on the environment 


AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — Minis 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Marwan Hmoud left for Switzer- 
land Saturday to take part in an 
international conference on con- 
trolling the process of dumping 
dangerous waste which will open 
in the city of Basel Monday. 

During the three-day meeting, 
the delegates will sign an interna- 
tional agreement on transporting 
and dumping such waste in other 
countries. 

The agreement will be known 
as the international agreement on 


the trans-boundary movement of 
perilous waste, according to the 
Swiss embassy in Amman which 
said that invitations to the confer- 
ence were sent out to ministers in 
charge of the environment in 
their countries. 

The U.N. Environment Prog- 
ramme (UNEP) board of direc- 
tors last June set up a committee 
of experts and technicians to 
work out an international agree- 
ment, and four meetings were 
held later during which the final 
version of the agreement was 


concluded. 

The UNEP was established by 
the United Nations in 1972 .to 
provide machinery for interna- 
tional cooperation in matters re- 
lating to the environment. 

In cooperation with other in- 
ternational organisations, UNEP 
aims to maintain a constant watch 
on the changing state of the en- 
vironment, to assess problems 
using a wide range of data and 
techniques and to promote pro- 
jects leading to environmentally 
sound development. 


Trade seminar opens today 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman 
Chamber of Indusrry will Sunday 
open a seminar designed to dis- 
cuss means of promoting Jorda- 
nian exports to Arab and foreign 
markets. 

According to a chamber official 
the seminar aims to identify the 
facts, problems and constraints 
that impede the development of ' 
exports and possible solutions. 

The official noted, in a state- 
ment issued on the eve of the 
seminar, that the Kingdom now 
has 9,630 industrial companies 
and institutions which contri- 
buted by JD 285 million to the 
gross national product in 1985 
and JD 289 million in 1987, thus 
acquiring some 22 per cent of the 
total national product. 

The Jordanian industrial sec- 
tor, the official added, employs 
71.500 people who altogether 
have an income of JD 103.9 
million annually, and that the 
workers in industry account for 
20 per cent of the total number of 
people convered by the social 
security law. 

According to the official, Jor- 
dan's industrial exports in 1987 
were worth JD 248.8 million and 
there is a good chance for these 
exports to increase in value and 
volume in the coming Years. 
According to the Chamber's Presi- 
dent Khaldoun Abu Hassan, Jor- 
dan exports products to 66 coun- 
tries which among others include 
the United States, the United 


Kingdom, [he Scandinavian coun- 
tries and Canada as well as the 
countries of the European Com- 
munity and the Socialist bloc. 

Recently the prime minister 
ordered the formation of a special 
committee which will be en- 
trusted with the task of promot- 
ing the sale of Jordanian national 
products and opening new mar- 
kets. Abu Hassan noted. He said 
that the committee comprises of 
representatives of the Chamber 
of Industry, the Ministry of In- 
dustry 3nd Trade and the Royal 


Scientific Society (RSS). ; 

According to the chamber's 
official, the director general of 
the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company. Wasef Azar. will sub- 
mit a working paper outlining 
production and marketing of 
Jordanian phosphate. One of the 
other papers will deal with the 
question of financing and guaran- 
teeing Jordanian exports while.. a 
third will deal with the beneficial 
effects on exports resulting from 
the government's monetary’, 
financial and economic measures. 


Swissair, Delta Air plan 
close cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Swissair and 
Delta Air Lines plan to establish 
a dose framework of cooperation 
following the signing in Zurich of 
a memorandum of understanding 
by Delta Chairman of the Board 
and Chief Executive Officer Ron 
Allen and Swissair President Otto 
Loepfe. Swissair announced. 

The objective of the coopera- 
tion is to coordinate schedules so 
that passengers and cargo cus- 
tomers of both airlines can take 
advantage of the swiftest connec- 
tions from and to the North 
American continent. 

Swissair President Otto Loepfe 
said: “The purpose of our coop- 
eration is to provide an even 


higher standard of customer ser- 
vice and to secure our global 
market position. Delta Air Lines 
has an outstanding reputation 
and represents an excellent part- 
ner for us in the USA. which is 
one of our principal sales areas/' 
Delta Air Lines is the thihd 
largest carrier in the US. em- 
ploying 56.000 people. Its main 
hub and administrative headquar- 
ters are at Atlanta. Georgia, 
which is regularly served by Swis- 


sair. 


Swissair currently O] 
105 points in 67 "coui 
fleet of 53 aircraft has a 
age of 6.5 years. 


SOVIET TEAM: -mu*. 

port and Telecommunications 
Minister Khaled Al Haj Hassan 
(third from right) Saturday re- 
ceives a Soviet delegation repre- 
senting air transport and trade 
unions. The discussions focused 
on the talks the delegation bdd 
with the Jordanian side repre- 
senting air transport union (Pet- 
ra photo) 
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U.S. policy 


shifting 


IT appears that all the waiting that was done for Washing- 
ton to clarify its intentions regarding the Middle East has 
not been in vain. To begin with, U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker not only told Israeli leaders that they might 
have to negotiate with the PLO, but also stood by that 
position in spite of the very strong negative reaction. 
Second, the American -PLO talks appear to have picked up 
again after hanging in limbo for many weeks. The impend- 
ing resumption of these talks on Wednesday has been 
formally announced by the two sides. Third, some influen- 
tial members of the U.S. Senate's Foreign Relations 
Committee have told Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe Arens 
during his recent visit to Washington that while support for 
Israel in the U.S. Congress remained strong, there were 
growing signs that support for Israel among the American 
people was beginning to erode. 


Thus, America is finally flexing its political muscle 
towards the Arab- Israeli conflict amid strong signs that 
Washington, and the White House in particular, is coming 
to grips with the issues of war and peace in the Middle East. 
Such developments augur well for the process of peace in the 
Middle East especially if the momentum generated by them 
can be maintained for a long period of time. It is obvious 
that for ail the positive developments in the Middle Eastern 
arena to bear fruit, more time needs to be invested during 
which no major setback must be allowed to fester. The 
clearer the U.S. position is, the easier it would become for 
the forces of peace within Israel to consolidate their ranks 
against the intransigent positions taken by their incumbent 
prime minister and his Likud Party. 


The first evidence of this is the Israeli Labour Party 
ministers' decision to demand a Labour-Likud ministerial 
discussion or foreign policy towards the Palestinian question 
before Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir makes his forthcom- 
ing trip to the U.S. next month. It seems that opposition to 
the stone-faced policies of Shamir towards the West Bank 
and (iaza Strip is beginning to get reenergised in the wake of 
Washington's recent elucidation of its policies vis-a-vis the 
Middle East region. This is nut to mention the voices of 
Israeli leaders like cabinet member Ezer Weizman, former 
(iencral Matti Peled, former military intelligence chief 
Ychoshafat Harkabi, former General Mordechai Gur and 
scores of others who are counselling common sense and 
reasonableness on the Israeli side. 


Likewise, the forces of peace and moderation on the 
Arab side would also get a boost and an encouragement as 
long as the American policy continues to move in the 
direction of just and legitimate resolution of the Arab-lsraeli 
conflict. Accordingly, the cause of peace in the Middle East 
calls for durable American stand in favour of just and 
permanent settlement of the conflict on the basis of 
established and legitimate international grounds. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


IN rls editorial Saturday Al Ra'i daily newspaper expressed 
»ai isl action with Washington's ads ice to Israel to halt its 
settlements in the occupied Arab territories and its warning that 
the United Stales could refrain from vetoing U.N. Security 
Council resolutions that condemn Israel’s action. But the paper 
said dint this constructive step should he followed hy a practical 
move on the part of Washington hy working towards convening 
an international Middle liast peace conference which will have 
lull terms of rclerenee in the question of peace and the restoration 
ot the Palestinian people's rights in their own homeland. The 
paper said that unless Washington took this practical step, its 
efforts would he totally aborted and no peace could He achieved. 
II ni» peace is achieved soon, the paper added, the Palestinian 
people's sufferings will continue and Israel will pursue its 
atrocities and its inhuman practices which have been condemned 
by all nations. The paper said that the coming stage should 
witness practical steps hy Washington represented in moves 
towards convening the projected conference. 


A columnist in Al Ra’i daily says that Israel did not agree to leave 
Tuba without exacting a high price from Egypt for its withdrawal. 
Abdul Rahim Omar says that Israel is getting millions of dollars 
for the hotel it built in Tabu and obtained crude oil free of charge 
Irom oil wells it had drilled in Sinai as a price for its withdrawal 
from occupied Egyptian territory in l'M%2. The writer notes that 
Israel forces on the Arabs a very high price for every inch it is 
forced to leave or al least leaves United Nations forces in the 
evacuated territory in order io prevent the Arab forces from 
returning to that territory and pose danger to its forces. The 
writer wonders what Israel would he demanding in exchange for 
any withdrawal that could take place from the occupied West 
Bunk. 


Al Duslour daily newspaper said that Israel has been dealt in 
severe blow hy American Secretary of Slate James Baker’s 
statements which called on Israel to halt its settlements and open 
a dialogue with the PLO. The paper said that the severity of the 
blow caused the Israeli leaders to behave strangely and defiantly. 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir reacted by saying that 
Israel will not withdraw from the occupied territories neither will 
it stop building settlements in the occupied lands. Shamir, who is 
to visit Washington soon, has thus voiced the Israeli government’s 
official position prior to this visit, the paper noted. It also quoted 
Shamir as saying that any withdrawal from the occupied Arab 
lands would not contribute towards peace in the region. Thus the 
paper added, wc have to wait and sec the outcome of Shamir's 
visit to the United States and Washington's official reaction to 
such extremist position. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fabed Fanefc 


To combat unemployment, 
what growth rate is required? 


THE purpose of this article is to explore the reasons that make 
unemployment an accelerating threat to Jordan, and to identify 
the factors that cause the country's manpower to grow at greater 
rate than the already very high growth rate in population. 
Although my approach is quite simple, to my knowledge my 
method was never attempted before. 

Let us assume that the total population of Jordan stands now at 
rhree million and the total labour force at 6110.000.. The rare of 
economic participation is therefore 2l» per cent, but this rate rises 
to 32 per cent among men and drops to 8 per cent among women, 
thus makine the total labour force composed of 480.00(1 men and 
120.000 women, and the percentage of women to the overall 
labour force is just 20 per cent. 

As is already established. Jordan's annual growth of population 
ranees around 3.8 per cent, one of the highest in the world. 
Therefore, the new entrants to the labour market every year 
would be around 18.240 men or 3.S per cent of the men already in 
the labour market. 

However, the new trend of entering the labour market by the 
women, in contrast with the pattern that prevailed previously, 
would make us expect the women entrants to the labour market 
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War: Israel’s 
‘soft’ option 


By Mohamad Aiami 


HISTORICALLY, from an Arab 
' point of view, the political arm of 
1 Israel has trailed well hchind Us 
, military arm. Having eliminated 
the weak Palestinian groups in 
1948. Israeli forces quickly di«x»- 
vered their ability to take on 
Arab armies. Israeli politics soon 
interpreted this capability in a 
manner which helped to turn 
what was predominantly a 
Palcstinian-Israeli conflict into a 
much wider Arab-lsraeli conflict. 

All serious efforts to conduct 
i peace negotiations with weaker 
; neighbours, let alone the Palesti- 
1 nians. were either halted or pur- 
sued in a leisurely fashion. The 
I Israeli attack on Egypt in l95o 
! emphasised this strategic political 
I switch. To the Palestinians, the 
Arabisation of the conflict was a 
heaven-sent political break- 
through. It was their only hope 
following the crushing political 
and military disaster of 1948. 

The irresistible tendency of 
Israeli politics to opt for war- 
created soft options was repeated 
in 1967. Symbolically, the late 
I Dayan waited in vain after June 
1967 for the telephone to ring. 

1 thereby signalling a call from 
Cairo or Amman. Politically, it 
might have been very significant 
had Dayan decided to lift the 
receiver and dial first. It might 
have indicated the presence of a 
preset policy for attaining a stable 
peace other than the familiar one 
involving surrender hy the adver- 
sary. 

To Israeli politicians, the les- 
sons of the 1973 war were inter- 
preted as essentially military 
rather than political. On this 
basis, they proceeded to conclude 
a separate “peace" with Egypt, 
with the prime objective of neut- 
ralising the Egyptian army. The 
“peace" resulted in a demilita- 
rised Sinai, hut not Egypt. It left 
the Israeli public to assume that 
the now-modernised Egyptian 
army would be restrained by 
Camp David if Israel attacks 
Damascus or Amman. 

This military approach to what 
is fundamentally a political prob- 
lem is ambitious enough to expect 
Egypt to dissociate itself political- 
ly from the Arab-lsraeli conflict 
being conducted on its doorstep. 
Today, supporters of this 
approach find it difficult to ex- 
plain current Egyptian politics 
and the fact that Egypt is a major 
political supporter" wf the PLO. 

Of course, it can be argued by 
some that Israel was forced to 
engage in all the above ware in 
self-defence. However, the re- 
levant issue remains the same: 
the political use or misuse of 
options created in the immediate 
aftermath of ware and their uti- 
lisation or achieving a stable 
peace acceptable lo all. 

This excessive reliance of 
Israeli politics on the military is 
again manifested hy its approach 
to the conflict with the Palesti- 
nians. Between 1948 and 1967. 
there was no independent Palesti- 
nian military force. Ironically, 
such a force came into heing as a 
result of Israel’s military victory 


in 1967. 

No military general worth his 
stare would regard this force as 
ever having posed a deadly milit- 
ary threat to Israeli lorces. 
Nevertheless. Israeli politicians 
repeatedly sent the army to crush 
the Palestinians militarily, there- 
by hoping to eliminate them poli- 
tically. 

It was logical to Israeli politi- 
cians. therefore, to write off the 
PLO following its military depar- 
ture from Beirut. It was equally 
natural for Israeli politicians to be 
infuriated by the politically moti- 
vated. PLO-led intifada. The 
logic heing that the political fate 
of the PLO ought to follow its 
presumed military downfall. 

Yet again the army, a finely 
tuned and efficient fighting force 
on the battlefield, was called 
upon, hopefully to save the day. 
this time facing stonethrowing 
youngsters and civilian strikes. 

It is not difficult to understand 
the frustration of Israeli soldiers 
in this political battlefield where 
the trajectories of political stones 
and military plastic bullets do not 
fly along the same plane. 

The use of military force for 
the defence of the state is one 
thing. Its persistent use for de- 
veloping political options or im- 
posing certain political lines on 
the adversary is a different thing 
altogether. Many Arabs believe 
that the Israeli political lead- 
ership has been deliberately and 
repeatedly confusing the two 
issues for many years. 
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at an equal number or something dose, and not only 25 per cent 
of the men as suggested by the current composition of the labour 
force. We shall assume that the annual number of men who would 
seek jobs would be around 16.760 a year. 


The total new entrants to the labour force, men and women 
would therefore, be in the order of 35.U00 a year, or 5.8 per cent 
of the current labour force, and not just 3.8 per cent in accordance 
with the overall annual growth rate of the population and of men 
in the labour force. That may also explain the higher rate of 
unemployment among women. 


Since productivity is on the r»e. the Jordanian atfflnmy should 
grow at over 6 per cent a year in real terms in order to create 
enough jobs for the new entrants in the labour market When wc 
bring into this picture a SLOW already unemployed, and the 
possible expatriate returnees, wc can imagine the minimum 
economic growth rate required during the next five years to cope 
with the situation . The current financial circumstances render 
such growth impossible to achieve 


In other words, the new additions to the Jordanian labour force 
may be 3.S per cent as far as men are concerned, while it can be as 
high as 14 per cent in the women segment of the labour force. 

This means that the growth of the population in Jordan at 3.8 
per cent a year, and the new tendency for young women to work 
at almost the same rate as young men. will result in an overall 
growth rate of manpower higher than the growth of the 
population. This will create an added pressure on the labour 
market, a market already under stress, and suffers of bigh 
unemployment, especially among young people. 


Of course this rather Weak picture could be further perfected 
bv bringing into this analysis the estimates of retirees, men and 
women, but this would not drastically alter the picture 


The above scenario demands a special and comprehensive 
management of the national economy. t*_* tackk* the present 
challenges from a wider horizon, and to take into account mu only 
the developmental and financial problems and policies, hut also 
population and social policies and problems as well It is .in 
extremely difficult dilemma with no ready-made solutions. 
Nevertheless it may be useful for policy and decision-maker* to 
have the complexity of the problem in mind while formulating 
economic, social and political policies and decisions. 


To some Israelis, this attitude 
might seem logical and reason- 
able for a country that has lived 
through its history in a state of 
war. After all. it did pay di- 
vidends in the past. However, it 
can be argued that a political 
strategy which has. over four 
decades, neither concluded a 
stable peace with its adversaries 
nor extracted their political sub- 
mission through military action 
can certainly benefit from thor- 
ough re-examination. Leaving 
the country in a state of perpetual 
war cannot possibly constitute a 
realistic and long-term political 
objective. 

In essence, military power is 
hut one element of the overall 
Arab-lsraeli conflict. The neutra- 
lisation of this element need not 
take place via the military defeat 
of either party. We are already in 
the process of witnessing such a 
development. Two examples 
come to mind. 

The first is the eventual advent 
of a balance of mutual destruc- 
tion brought about hy nuclear, 
biological, chemical and similar 
weaponry. This balance will im- 
pose either self-restraint or what 
amounts to the same: irresistible 
pressure from world opinion. 

The other example is less ex- 
treme and entails the severe cur- 
tailment of the effectiveness of 
military power in its offensive 
(but not defensive) form. This 
situation arises when the Arabs, 
as in the ease of Israel today, 
acquire sufficient military de- 
fences to render any offence by 
Israel prohibitively expensive. 

Both examples are neither 
theoretical nor too distant. Both 
may proceed under current con- 
ditions of the status quo. It would 
be foolhardy of the leadership on 
any side of the conflict not to take 
them into consideration. With the 
neutralisation of the military fac- 
tor and in the absence of u stable 
and acceptable peace, other para- 
meters of the conflict assume 
immeasurable significance. These 
include political, economic and 
demographic aspects. It is very 
doubtful that these would be in 
Israel’s favour. 

Military chiefs of staff might be 
able to plan with absolute certain- 
ty. but rarely beyond what the 
current generation of weapons 
systems would allow. Surely a 
motivated political leadership is 
capable of planning a viable and 
stable peace for much further into 
the future. 


Sorting out the 

mysteries of democracy 


The writer is a chemical engineer 
working for a VYesr Bank indust- 
rial concern. His article is re- 
printed from the Israeli newspap- 
er. The Jerusalem Post. 


By Susan Chira 
SEOUL — This nation is still 
technically at war with its north- 
ern half, but even more at odds 
with itself. 

In South Korea, when people 
took to the streets to demand 
democracy, they also chanted 
“Order!" ’ in the midst of the 
demonstrations. 

Subordinates edge out of the 
room backwards in the presence 
of their superior., while waiters 
are familiar with their customers. 

People pore over the latest 
technological journals but consult 
fortune-tellers about their next 
business venture. Parents refuse a 
child’s choice of a mate because 
the choice comes from a rival 
region. 

It is those conflicts — between 
freedom and control, rigid hierar- 
chy and informality, national 
pride and regional hatred — that 
define and limit the democracy 
that South Korea has fashioned 
since protests forced the govern- 
ment to agree to changes nearly 
two years aeo. 

South Korea's evolving demo-, 
cracy reflects the nation — con- 
tradictory. fragile, but potentially 
resilient.' 

This is a nation of growing 
freedom, but not one of laws. It 
has visions of democracy, but few 
institutions to guarantee it. 

“Many people in Korea think 
we've achieved democracy be- 
cause now wc can talk freely on 
the street and in coffeehouses and 
we can hear more on TV and 
radio." said Lee Chul. an opposi- 
tion legislator who faced a death 
sentence in the mid-1970s for his 
protest activities. 

“But there are no substantive 
changes.” he said, "in the legal 
system, the bureaucracy, the gov- 
ernment. the attitude of police 
and prosecutors." 

Even those who would give the 
government far more credit than 
Lee agree that much remains to 
be done. 

Human rights monitors, ruling 
and opposition party politicians, 
diplomats and academics point to 
a number of unfinished tasks. 

Repressive laws remain on the 
books, including ones that allow 
the police to rearrest anyone with 
a criminal record and jail them 
without retrial. 

The government still appoints 
all local officials. Political parties 
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remain weak, organised more 
around strong leaders than any 
particular set of beliefs. Author- 
itarian habits persist, from poli- 
tics to labour relations. 

“We should change the laws to 
make democracy a permanent 
institution.” said Hyun Hong 
Chon, the minister of legislation. 
"Because we didn't have a 


genuine representative govern- 
ment. disrespect for law became 
rooted." 

At the same time, news orga- 
nisations eager to demonstrate 
their new freedoms do not always 
respect the principle of accuracy. 

Economic tensions fester, in 
the workplace and in a growing 
concern about the fate of those 
left behind in South Korea's drive 
to prosperity. 


“Many people in Korea 
think we’ve achieved 
democracy because now 
we can talk freely on the 
street and in coffeehouses 
and we.caiihear more on 
TV and radio, but' there- 
are no substantive 
changes in the legal sys- 
tem, the bureaucracy, 
the government, the atti- 
tude of police abd pro- 
secutors.” 
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warned that South Korea w.is not 
ready for a full democracy look 
office pledging to install one. 

Before June 1987. H>un was 
one of the government’s staunch- 
est public defenders. 1 Ic said that 
the government had to crack 
down on the petition drive be- 
cause it tended "to incite vx’iiit 
disorder and endanger national 
security.” 

He offered a spirited defence 
of former President Chun Dno 
Hwan’s decision to seize control, 
saying. “This government was 
forced to go into politics and run 
the government because at that 
lime no one was capable of main- 
taining order in that chaotic situa- 
tion.*' 

Now Hyun is one of Roh s 
closest advisers and speaks often 
of the need to make democratic 
changes. He condemns past 
abuses of the Chun government. 

in 1985. intelligence agents 
heat editors from the Dong-A 
llbo newspaper for daring to print 
an article the government consi- 
dered diplomatically sensitive. 

•Then. Korean newspapers had 
nearly the same articles, in the 
same' places on ever) page, their 
contents virtually dictated Hy the 
Ministry of Culture and Informa- 
tion. 

Now newspapers compete with 
each other for details of investiga- 
tions into cu mi pi ion and abuse of 
power in the previous govern- 
ment. 


It has been 21 months since 
Roh Tue Woo yielded to demon- 
strators and proposed free elec- 
tions. It has been a year since he 
took office, winning a nearly 37 
per cent plurality running against 
a split opposition. 

Since the moves toward demo- 
cracy were prompted, the 
changes have been dizzying. It is 
sometimes difficult to connect the 
South Korea of today with the 
one that existed before June 
1987. 

In February 1986. the govern- 
ment deployed tens of thousands 
of police officers and placed hun- 
dreds of elected opposition legis- 
lators under temporary house 
arrest to prevent them from 
meeting to discuss a petition drive 
calling for free elections. 

Two years later, the govern- 
ment held those elections. The 
governing party won, and many 
of the same people who had 


Before June 1%7. intelligence 
agents and police officers routine- 
ly detained, interrogated and tor- 
tured people like Kim Keun Tue. 
an intellectual active in the 
underground labour movement. 

Now Kim and hundreds like 
him are out of jail, freed hy a 
series of presidential amnesties. 

Human rights monitors have 
not reported any recent torture 
cases of dissidents, although they 
say that there are still 2X0 politic- 
al prisoners. 

For years, tough anti-union 
policies kept Korean workers 
docile, wages relatively low. and 
Korea’s economy booming. 

Now. thousands of strikes have 
rocked South Korea’s biggest 
companies as workers win the 
right to form unions. Wages have 
soared, and business leaders wor- 
ry that labour unrest could slow 
South Korea's still vibrant eco- 
nomy — The New York Times. 
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The rape of the Amazon 


In the first of a two part article Walter 
Schwarz reports on the state of rain 
forests of Brazil where whole populations 
are battling for survival. 


MANY Brazilians care about the 
rainforest — not only the tribal 
Indians and rubber tappers who 
actually live in it. These two 
groups have become famous as 
they fight for their own survival 
against cattle ranchers, gold dig- 
gers and absentee landlords. 

During a visit to the old-estab- 
lished colonisation areas of Ron- 
do nia, and the latest region to be 
invaded as the highway pushes 
westwards — the state of Acre — 

I found many other people angry 
over the creeping destruction. 
They include officials, politicians, 
in all parties, forest protection' 
officers, settlers in the region, 
and even ranchers and business- 
men who have grown rich in 
exploiting the forest. 

Dedicated destroyers are har- 
der to meet. One place to see 
them is at the Greater Carajas 
Project for extracting gold, cop- 
per and other minerals from near- 
ly a million square kilometres of 
rainforest. To fuel a pig-iron 
plant attached to this project, 
lumberjacks have begun felting 
15,000 square kilometres of forest 
to produce charcoal. This vandal- 
ism is financed by the World 
Bank, the EEC, and Brazilian 
and foreign banks and com- 
panies. 

The planners in Electro none, 
the regional electricity authority, 
deserve to be counted among 
dedicated destroyers too — with 
their gigantic schemes for even 
more hydroelectric dams. These 
flood, and pollute huge areas to 
provide cheap, subsidised power 
to industries like the Greater 
Carajas Project. 

But few people in the Amazon 
towns and settlements admit to 
supporting the haphazard burn- 
ing that takes place in the dry 
season every year, lately re- 
sponsible for the annual destruc- 
tion of an area the size of the 
U.K. Even the cnide nationalists, 
mostly soldiers, who think Brazil 
must “occupy” the Amazon be- 
fore anybody else does, say they 
want ‘Yational occupation.” 

Nationalists tike these see a 
subversive- ■ -infiltrator' ' in every 
ecolbgist. They suffer 1 nightmares ' 
about international conspiracies' 
to separate Brazil from its Ama- 
zon. But even they admit that 
mistakes have been made. 
Almost everyone involved in the 
Amazonian drama teDs of frustra- 
tion at the haphazard colonisa- 
tion, the horrifying burning, and 
the pollution of rivers and lakes. 

“My dream is that we shall 
have areas set aside for forest 
people, tappers and peasants — 
the people who live off the forest 
and are motivated to look after 
it," said Jefferson do Rego, a 
young agronomist who was orga- 
nising a rubber tappers’ meeting 


at the frontier town of Guajara 
Mirim in Western Rondonia. 

‘’Each reserve should have a 
nucleus village — with co-opera- 
tives, church, health centre, 
school, creche, community veget- 
able gardens and winter shel- 
ters.” 

Do Rego’s dream contrasts 
sharply with his waking life. He 
had just organised fuel supplies to 
be seat to the impoverished tap- 
pers so that they could power 
their boats along hundreds of 
miles of river to attend the meet- 
ing, the first ever held in Rondo- 
nia. Many were too scared to 
come, after the murder of their 
leaders by ranchers’ hirelings. 

The tappers (seringueirosj are 
lean, weather-beaten men with 
shy voices. Francisco Joachim 
Filho was wearing a free-issue 
election T-shirt. He said be felt 
“completely abandoned” in his 
remote settlement. He and his 
family get up at 3 a.m., all joining 
in the work of tapping an average 
of 170 trees a day. “When my 
scales show a hundred kilogram- 
mes. the middleman's scales al- 
ways show 80 or 90.” 

. The seringueiros. led by Chico 
Mendes from the neighbouring 
state of Acre until his murder last 
December, are rising up for the 
first time against exploitation by 
landowners. The owners live in 
town, never venturing into the 
forest. They send their agents and 
middlemen up river to collect the 
latex, cheaply, in return for the 
costly goods they bring. In addi- 
tion, many tappers have to, pay a 
ten per cent “rent,” although the 
landlords rarely have any legal 
title to the forest. 

Chico’s way 

Do Rego. trying to end this 
exploitation, was a student leader 
until he met Chico Mendes. 
“When Chico dfed, I decided to 
stay on here to continue the 
fight.” He said that the idea of 
“extractive reserves" for tappers 
and peasants bad been official 


invading parks and biological re- 
serves, but he has no money to 
hire guards. The Brazilian Ama- 
zon, half as big as Europe, em- 
ploys a total of 500 forest guards 
to keep of marauding gold dig- 
gers. encroaching loggers and 
illegal Settlers. 

“Even when I do catch peo- 


by ecologists that rainforest is 
necessarily unsuitable for agricul- 
ture or ranching “Many of the 
areas settled were unsuitable: but 
there are places that sustain cattle 
year after year without trouble.” 


have nothing else for the job. 
Actually the stuff sinks down into 
the river bed and does no harm at 
all. We’re the people to worry, 
because we bave to bum the 
mercury off the gold dust, and the 
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Paranhos de Rio Branco has no fumes from that really are 
doubt that the region needs to be deadly.” 


“Even when I do catch peo- “occupied.” He says be had come He says he could mine 700 
pie,” says Catanhede, “the fines to believe, back in the Fifties, grammes in a good month, worth 
are derisory: nobody bothered to that foreigners who worry over £4,700 locally and more in the 
keep them in line with inflation, the Amazon were really in- cities. But he has managed only 
$o the loggers do what they want, Terested in protecting world grain 400 grammes in December and 


$o the loggers do what they want, terested in protecting world grain 
and fanners keep on invading and mineral markets from corn- 
reserves in search of better soil, petition. He still thinks that that 
the fanner sees the forest as an is the covert purpose behind 
enemy; the government never ex- some protests. 


terested ui protecting world grain 400 grammes in December ana 
and mineral markets from com- none at all in January. He says 
petition. He still thinks that that that diggers often die in fights or 
is the covert purpose behind when diving, when logs and de- 


_ . _ me protests. bris get tangled with your pipe- 

plains that you can live with it.” Paranoia like that is rarely line. "One more year, then I'll go 
Higher still up the scale of voiced to foreigners, but it in- back to driving to a taxi." 
authority, Catanhede's own bos- forms many government state- Settlers are victims too, in this 
ses back in Brasilia, say that they, meats, such as President Samey’s poor man's Wild West. Many 
too, are concerned, but feel declarations that “not one square have failed on the land and sold 
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too, are concerned, but feel declarations that “not one square 
equally powerless. Brazil’s top metre of the Amazon will be 


environment official. Fernando surrendered to international con- 
Mesquita, a minister with direct trol.” 


access to the president, agrees And yet a broad consensus is 
that “zoning” is the answer — now emerging on what ought to 
well marked, separate regions for be done in the Amazon. A ten- 
development, for extraction, and point plan by conservationists, 
for biological preservation. rubber tappers and politicians. 


etre of the Amazon will be out to cattle ranchers (some of 
rrendered to international con- whom are bogus, buying the land 
)1.” only for speculation, burning 

And yet a broad consensus is more forest each year). Those 


who sold out now five in shacks 
along muddy, pot-holed lanes in 
Porto Velho or Guajara Mirim. 

“Looking back, I'd have been 
better off slaying in the Sierra.” 





for biological preservation. rubber tappers and politicians. “Looking back, I'd have been 
“We are working on a zoning demanding an “ecological truce,” better off slaying in the Sierra. ” 
plan with the U.N. Food and uses much the same language as says Sebastian Souza after 34 
Agricultural Organisation,” he that of Mesquita. language years in Rondonia. Having sold 
says. “But it costs millions." Mes- echoed by officials. his Amazonian plot, he was 

quita, who has no environmental The first demand is an end to staving on a friend's im Dover- 


All 


his Amazonian plot, he was 
quita, who has no environmental The first demand is an end to staying on a friend's impover- 
expertise but appears energetic the fiscal incentives by which ished holding, amid scrawny 
and enthusiastic in his new job, people are paid by the govern- chickens and mangy dogs. He 
likes to stress the limits to action, ment to dear forest land. The remembers arriving by ship at 
“We need to get rid of the gold incentives have already been sus- Porto Velho, fares paid by the 
diggers who have illegally invaded pended, first for three months government, and being given a 
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Indian reserves in Roraima State, and now indefinitely. plot of land 250 metres by 1,000. 

But how do we get them out and The next demand is for “a new “I marked out my plot, then got 
how do we ensure they dqn’t model of development,” favour- another. Each year I cleared a bit 
come back? These ganmpeiros ing reserves to be set aside for the more. We had to burn because 


come back? These ganmpeiros ing reserves to be set aside for the 
number 40,000 so if we include sustainable exploitation of forest 
their families we’re talking of products. That, too, is on the 
200,000 people. That’s a lot of official agenda. Nobody now de- 
economic and political pressure fends the headlong colonisation 


on the state government.’ 


we didn't have chainsaws." 

He grew maize , beans, cassava 
and rice, but the rainforest soil 
was unsuitable.“One day.” he 
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middlemen up river to collect the Mesquita’s helpless note is which dumped landless peasants 
latex, cheaply, in return for the typical of Brazilian thinking on in the Amazon — even though 
costly goods they bring. In addi- die Amazon. People like to talk the soil was poor, 
tion, many tappers have to, pay a of the forest, half ironically, as Officials and ministers now 
ten per cent “rent,” although the the “lung of the world” because agree that there must be “ration- 
landlords rarely have any legal of its role in absorbing excess al” mineral policies and “sustain- 
tftle to the forest. carbon dioxide and regulating cli- able” timber working, including 

p. . , mate. The solution is seen as replanting. 

Ltuco s way “rational occupation.” But al- The sticking point is energy. 

Do Rego, trying to end this ways there is despair over the The ecologists' 10- point plan calls 
exploitation, was a student leader politics Involved, the lack of for a “review” of hydro-electric 
until he met Chico Meudes. money, the difficulty in enforcing projects, better consultation with 
“When Chico dfed, I derided to the law in the uncharted forest, local people, and smaller, decen- 
stay on here to continue the AMAZON: OCCUPY WITH- tralised projects, using bio-gas 
fight.” He said that the idea of OUT DESTROYING — A and solar energy where 
“extractive reserves" for tappers QUESTION OF SOVEREIGN- appropriate, 
and peasants bad been official TY AND INTELLIGENCE, Almost everyone in the Ama- 
polky for years — “but nothing says a wall poster at the Assoria- zon feels a victim. The Indians 
was done; no money ever arrived, tion of Amazon Businessmen in are victims of invasions by gold 
And tappets are-afraid to 5 agitate- Sao Paulo, Roberto Paranhos de diggers and ranchers: The’ gold 
lest they get 'the »#ay ofGuctx”-' 1 Rio Branco, the president of this diggers (ganmpeiros) are often 
Another young idealist is Paulo association, agrees sadly that victims' of middlemen and are 
Barbosa Filho, who works for the wasteful mistakes bad been sometimes shot at by Indians 
forest protection agency in Porto made. “We didn't choose the best (and shoot back in foil measure). 
Velho, die Rondonia State capit- lands or the best areas: we just And now the government has 
al. “Brazil has everything," he followed roads that were open, plans to ban the use of mercury 
says. “If it were properly man- We have always said there should for separating gold from soil and, 
aged it would be a paradise. As it be zoning, but the government if possible, to expel the garim- 
is, forest loss is already changing never listened. The ideal solution peiros from sensitive areas of 
the weather there isn’t a proper would be to exploit a third of the Roraima State, 
wet or dry season any more and rainforest and leave two thirds “I’m getting too old to be a 
it’s getting warmer. At this rate, alone. Rational zoning would in- garimpeiro. ” says Jose Edewal 
in 20 years the Amazon will be a volve getting people to swap da Cosia, who looks about 35, 
desert.” lands in wrong places for other bare down to his shorts, sweating 

Paulo's boss, Luis Catanhede, lands in the right places.” and sun-baked, on the road out- 

is less apocalyptic and more res- In common with many other side Porto Velho. “They say we 
igned. He says he was supposed Brazilians involved in the Ama- should stop using mercury be- 
to stop timber companies from zon. he rejects the notion put out cause it poisons rivers. But we 


schemes'of the 1960s and 1970s says, “it will all have gone to the 
which dumped landless peasants ranchers, and people will move 
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into towns 


Guardian. The gold diggers... thousands struggle daily to carry' soil from an open mine In Para 


D | id you 

remember that 
it's Mother’s Day ? ” 

When my son reminded me about this occasion, 
we decided to bring the lady we love 
to the Marriott for this special day 
set aside in her honor. 

We decided to take the whole family for lunch 
in Al Mansaf to celebrate her day. Or we might go alone 

fora very special 

dinner in the romantic atmosphere of Al Walima. 

This year, I’m going to take the time to say 
how much I care - and honor Mother 
on her day at the Marriott. 


lands in the right places.' 


and sun-baked, on the road out- 


In common with many other side Porto Velho. “They say we 
Brazilians involved in the Ama- should stop using mercury be- 
zon, he rejects the notion put out cause it poisons rivers. But we 


The Aswan 
Dam and places 

In the heart 


Mediterranean Sea 


By Jeffrey Barthoiet 

Reuter 

ASWAN, Egypt — U.S. en- 
gineers are overhauling the 
Aswan High Dam, 33 years after 
Washington refused to finance it 
and left Moscow to build what 
became a symbol of Egyptian- 
Soviet defiance of the West. 

The Americans are replacing 
some of the machinery in the dam 
with modem parts made in the 
United States. 

U.S. Ambassador Frank Wis- 
ner said on a recent visit to this 
Nile-side town 1,200 kilometres 
south of Cairo: “This dam is an 
historic accomplishment of Egypt 
in her partnership with the Spviet 
Union — nothing should begin to 
take away from that.” 

But he said that the U.S. re- 
novations should be seen in the 
spirit of detente. 

High Dam Manager Hamdi 
Shafei remembers his anger in 
1956, when Washington backed 
out of the Aswan Project hoping 
to pressure Egypt's leader G&mal 
Abdul Nassef into more pro- 
Western policies. 

“There was a very bad feel- 
ing ” he said. 

Nasser nationalised the British- 
controlled Suez Canal, in part to 
use its profits for the dam project. 

The step was a turning point in 
the superpower struggle for 
dominance in the Middle East. 
The Soviet Union took over the 
Aswan Project and became 
Egypt’s backer for more than a 
decade. 

The tide turned again until 
1972, when late President Anwar 
Sadat expelled Soviet, advisers 
and began courting the West. 

The United .States is now 
pumping $140 million into pro- 
jects to upgrade the dam, a mas- 
sive concrete and earthen' struc- 
ture fiuifrby 35,000 eugiaedis amf 
workers over a decade/ 


Renovations include replace- 
ment of the 12 hydroturbine run- 
•ners, which spin out 15 per cent 
of Egypt's electricity. 

Half the new 140-tonne run- 
ners, three to four per cent more 
efficient than the old ones, have 
been installed and the others 
should be in place by 1992. They 
are designed to extend life of the 
power station by 40 years. 

The dam is believed to have 
spared Egypt the effects of both 
drought and flood that have rav- 
aged other countries along the 
Nile basin. 

The current modernisation is 
funded from $2.3 billion in 
annual U.S. aid to Egypt, the 
second largest recipient of Amer- 
ican assistance after Israel. 

Moscow, - meanwhile, is 
cautiously moving back on the 
scene. In 1987, the Soviet Union 
rescheduled Egypt’s $3 billion in 
military debt on easy terms and 
they, are now starting to discuss 
soft loans for new civilian pro- 
jects. 

But cooperation — not com- 
petition — is the theme of super- 
power foreign policy today. 

“In the 1960s and 1970s, each 
side had a gun at its back.” 
Egyptian Electricity Minister 
Maher Abaza told reporters. 

“The Americans said ‘yon- are 
my friend or you are my enemy’ 
— this was their policy then and it 
was the same with the Russians.” 

“But nowadays they say ‘y° u 
are my friend and you can also be 
a friend to others.’” 

Wisner’s visit to the dam, in- 
cluding a minute to admire a 
large bust of Nasser, came two 
months after Abaza took a Soviet 
government delegation- there and 
praised cooperation with 
Moscow. 

Egypt has found that it does 
not jeopardise its relations with 
the West by slowly improving ties 
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with the Soviet Union. The ba- 
lance — though still strongly 
tilted toward Washington — 
helps President Hosni Mubarak 
resist local and foreign critics who 
call him a U.S. puppet. 

“All nations need to extend a 
hand,” said Wisner at the high 
dam. “It would be wrong to think 
our visit or anybody’s visit is 
competition.” 

Egypt, $43 billion in debt and 


Mother ’s Day at the Marriott. 
March 21, 1989 
Reservations suggested. 
Tel. 660 100 


anxious for help from any source, 
is careful not to offend either 
side. 

“Of course we are Arabs and 
Arabs trace everything to their 
origins,” said Shafei, the dam 
manager. “If the Russians helped 
us construct this dam, then we 
keep the Russians in our hearts.” 

He added: “When the Amer- 
icans help us to modernise, we 
also take this to heart.” 
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bconomy 


U.S. producer price rise spurs 
fears of hikes in interest rates 



WASHINGTON (Agencies) — Concern that the 
Federal Reserve (Fed) Board will raise interest rates' 
abounded in finan cial markets after the U.S. govern- 
ment reported that producer prices surged 
February for the second straight month. 


in 


The producer price index, a 
gauge of inflation at the 
. wholesale level, rose one per cent 
last month after an identical adv- 
ance in January, for a 12.6 per 
. cent annual rate of increase so far 
this year, the Labour Department 
said Friday. 

Topping investor concerns was 
the latest evidence of an inflation- 
ary surge which could prompt the 
Fed to respond with another 
round of interest rate increases. 

After the government reported 
sharp jumps in January consumer 
' and producer prices last month, 
the Fed pushed up short-term- 
'interest rates and raised its dis- 
count rate, citing the need to fight 
growing inflationary pressure. 

Economists said some, further 
credit-tightening is likely, if only 
to demonstrate the Fed's commit- 
ment to fighting inflation, espe- 
cially if February consumer prices 
show a big gain in the Labour 
Department's March 21 report. . 

The producer price rise super- 
ceded other recent indications — 
including declines in imports, re- 
tail sales, housing starts and a 
levelling off of industrial output 
— that the Fed'S interest rate 
increases may be slowing the eco- 
nomy. ' 

But after the producer price 
increase was issued, a Fed official 
said the trend of rising inflation 
remains intact. 

"You can have a slowing of 
growth in the economy but not 
enough to take the edge off infla- 
tionary pressures," the official, 
who declined to be identified, 
told Reuters. 

Last month's rise hi the pro- 
ducer price index, which can be a 
harbinger of retail price rises, was 
led by surging food and energy 
costs, including a staggering 158 
per cent rise in tomato prices, the 


department said. 

While higher interest rates can 
ease some price pressures, eco- 
nomists said there is nothing the 
Fed can do to avert price in- 
creases in food, oil and other 
natural resources. - 

"What in the world can they do 
about a 158 per cent increase in 
tomatoes?'’ said Donald Rata- 
jczak, economic forecasting 
director at Georgia State Uni- 
versity. 

Finished consumer food prices 
rose 1.2 per cent last month, with 
tomatoes accounting for half of 
the increase, while energy prices 
soared 2.4 per cent, the depart- 
ment said. 

Stocks, bonds plunge but 
dollar, gold soar 

The news sent the stock and 
bond markets tumbling Friday, 
with the Dow Jones industrial 
average plunging nearly 50 
points. 

The U.S. dollar climbed sharp- 
ly higher, despite central bank 
intervention to hold it down, as 
dealers anticipated interest rate 
hikes that would make the U.S. 
currency more attractive. 

Gold prices also advanced. Re- 
public National Bank of New 
York said gold was bid at $392.50 
a troy ounce as of 4 p.m. (2100 
GMT), up from Thursday’s late 
bid of $388.75 an ounce. 

The Dow Jones average of 30 
stocks was down 48.57 points at 
2,292.14 by the close on Wall 
Street. 

The inflation-sensitive bond 
market fell even more steeply. 
The treasury's benchmark 30- 
year bond was down nearly $20 
for every $1 ,000 in face value in 
late trading, pushing the yield to 
9.3 per cent from 9. 1 per cent late 
Thursday. 

Inflation erodes the value of 


bonds and produces high interest 
rates that sap money from the 
stock market. Wholesale price 
inflation so far this year is more 
than triple the 4.0 per cent rate of 
1988. 

Economists said if the Fed 
boosts interest rates too high in 
its effort to cool off the economy 
and dampen inflation, it could 
accidentally cut short the record 
6W-year-old economic expan- 
sion. 

“This does not increase con- 
siderably the chances for a reces- 
sion,” said Lawrence Meyer, the 
president of a St. Louis-based 
economic consulting firm. 

“It’s kind of the worst nightmare 
for the Fed: Inflation is picking 
up just as the economy is begin- 
ning to slow down." Mever said. 

The financial market- turmoil 
would have been worse if inves- 
tors concluded that wholesale in- 
flation was going to hit double 
digits this year. But most eco- 
nomists agreed the two-month 
trend is at least partly a fluke. 

“It certainly is a very, very 
discouraging report but it's going 
to take more (information) to. 
determine where inflation is 
going," said Thomas Holloway, a 
senior economist at the Mortgage 
Bankers Association pf America 
in Washington. 

Bond prices tumbled im- 
mediately after, the release 
of the report. Stock prices fol- 
lowed suit an hour later when the 
New York Stock Exchange 
opened. Bargain hunters came in 
at the lower levels and stabilised 
the market somewhat in later 
trading. 

The inflation report also 
knocked stocks lower abroad. In 
London, the Financial Times- 
Stock Exchange 100-share index 
suffered its worst loss of the year, 
falling 1.9 per cent. 

“The first and by far the 
greatest fear is that international 
interest rates have yet to go high- 
er,” said Paul Walton, an equities 
analyst at Warburg Securities in 
London. 

U.S. analysts agreed. “If the 


next move is up in interest rates, 
this market is going to sail 
south,” said William Howard, 
manager of over-the-counter 
trading at Sutro and Co. Inc. in 
San Francisco. 

Most worrisome to economists 
was that inflation seemed to be 
rising at a time the economy was 
slowing, as reflected in reports 
this week on declines in factory 
use and housing starts and flat 
industrial production. 

The recent rise in crude oil 
prices to $20 a barrel, if it sticks, 
will keep pressuring inflation 
higher in coming months, said 
Richard Stuckey, economist at 
Du Pout Co. in Wilmington, Del- 
aware. 

The nature of inflation also 
seems to be shifting, from the 
kind that comes from vigorous 
economic growth to the kind 
stemming from longer-term 
pressures on labour and material 
costs, said Bethel Minter, eco- 
nomist at Suntrust Banks Inc. in 
Atlanta. 

This new inflation does not 
result directly from the eco- 
nomy's strength and is thus har- 
der for the Fed to stop by raising 
Interest rates, Minter said. 


Iraq to send oil experts to S. Yemen 

ADEN CR) — Iraq will send oil experts to South Yemen to assist 


Leo Pharmaceutical* meet* In Amman 


operations to refine Iraqi crude oil at the Aden refinery, official 
sources have said. The decision 


was made at talks between Iraqi 
Oil Minister Issam Abdul Rahim Ai Chalabi and South Yemeni 
Minerals and Energy Minister Saleh Abu Baker Ibn Hussainoun, 
they said. Chalabi arrived in South Yemen from North Yemen 
Wednesday to discuss cooperation in the oil industry. The Aden 
plant refines 15,000 barrels per day of Iraqi crude. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Leo PhanMeeaticab, an 
miHTtiT k?! company based in Denmark held its {wettSt. 
sales conference meeting in Amman Ptea tod h™* V 

17, l989.Over60comjnuiyrcp«sentativtscBaieftoffl: 

France, Greece. Cyprus. Saudi Arabia. Lebanon, Baltflfe, Ettgrt, 
Jordan, Kuwait. Malta, Oman. United Arab Erorate* and North 
Yemen, 



Nicaragua devalues cordoba again 


Philippine senate approves IMF deal 


MANAGUA (AP) — The government has devalued the cordoba 
currency for the eighth time this year, reducing its value 9.8 per 
cent to 5.100 to the dollar, and raised gasoline prices. The official 
exchange rate had been 4,600 to the dollar since the last 
devaluation a week ago. It started the year at 920 to the dollar. On 
the black market, the dollar quickly rose from 5.000 cordobas to 
5.400. The official exchange rate is used for exports. There was no 
immediate announcement of the rate on the parallel market, used 
for authorised sales of dollars. Gasoline rose from 8,700 to 9,400 
cordobas a gallon, or SI .61 to Si.74 at the black market dollar rate. 
Prices for diesel, kerosene, liquid propane and other fuels also 
were raised. 


MANILA (AP) — The Philippine senate has endorsed an 
agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) under 
which the government commits itself to economic reform ifl return 
for about $1.3 billion in new loans. Thirteen of the 23 senators 
voted for the “tetter of intent*' with the IMF. seven dnapprored 
and the rest were absent. Critics said the economic growth targets 
set by the government in the letter were unrealistic unless new 
taxes were imposed. Among the measures the government pledged 
to undertake in the tetter are a reduction in its budget deficit by 
improved tax collection, further liberalisation of imports and 
privatisation of state-owned businesses. 


Malaysian minister visits Iran 


NICOSIA (R) — Malaysia's Foreign Minister Datuk Abu Hassan 
Omar, arrived in Iran Saturday for a three-day visit focussing on 
economic issues, the Iranian news agency IRNA reported. I ranian 
Finance Minister Mohammad Javad Iravani said during a visit to 
Kuala Lumpur in February that trade between the two countries 
was expected to rise to $150 to $200 million this year from S8 
million last year. Iran buys palm oil from Malaysia and Iravani said 
Malaysia would increase imports of crude petroleum from Iran to 
balance the trade. 
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U.S. doSar 

538.0 

Sdl 

542.0 

Japanese yea (for lUOj 

407.9 

412 2 

Pound Sterling 

919.7 

929.3 

Dutch guilder 

254.1 

2561 

Dcmtschcmaik 

2862 

289.1 

Swedish crown 

84.0 

84.? 

Swiss franc 

332.6 

335.2 

Italian lira (for 100) 

391 

J9.4 

French franc 

84.6 

853 

Belgian franc ((or 101 

136.9 

13*40 


FAO blasts policies 
of world creditors 


ROME (R) — The head of the 
U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) Friday 
strongly attacked economic poli- 
cies imposed on Third World 
countries by international credi- 
tors, saying they exacerbated 
world Hunger. 

In an unusually harsh speech, 
Director-General Edouard 
Saouma also said the agricultural 
policies of industrialised countries 
were sinking the Third World 
further into debt and widening 
the imbalance between rich and 
poor. 


Gorbachev urges support for farmers 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet leader 
rbac 


Mikhail Gorbachev has urged the 
country to stand behind its far- 
mers to eliminate food shortages 
which could undermine his re- 
forms. 

Gorbachev, in remarks broad- 
cast on Soviet television Friday, 
said the success of agricultural 
reforms approved at a two-day 
Communist Party meeting de- 
pended on a general effort to 
change the face of the country- 
side. 

“No one must remain on the 
sidelines,” he said. “If we start to 
evade the issue... and abandon 
the farmers to themselves, then 


the pfentra jmcTthe discdssipns 
before it and the documents we 
approve won’t be worth a 
penny." 

The credibility of the country's 
leadership was on the line, he 
said, particularly after mixed suc- 
cesses in tackling problems in 
health care and engineering. 

“If in practical terms we deal 
with farm problems in the same 
way, then we shall all be bank- 
rupt before the people," he said 
just before the end of the meeting 
Thursday. . 

The party leadership declared 
itself united following the ple- 
num, despite indications that dif- 


ferences persisted between 1 con- 
servatives who back continued 
use of collective and state farms 
and other leaders calling for more 
radical reforms. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Unfurnished ground floor apartment consists of: 2 bed- 
rooms, 3 bathrooms, salon, living room, dining room, with 
garden and separate heating system. 

Location: Abdoun — near Jordan Supermarket 


Please contact: tel. 639296 9.00-14.00 and 16.00- 

19.00 


WANTED 
SENIOR BANKING 
AND 

FINANCE SPECIALIST 

The U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID) has a potential vacancy for a Jordanian 
or a U.S. citizen to serve as Senior Banking and. 
Finance Specialist with responsibilities in bank- 
ing, finance and investment. This is a readver- 
tisement of a position previously specified for 
U.S. citizens only. Analyses of financial sector 
policies and operations, liaison with the Jorda- 
nian financial and commercial sectors, as well 
as project design and project management wifi 
be required of this senior specialist. In executing 
these duties, the incumbent will interact regular- 
ly with top level government and business 
leaders. 

Candidate must have a graduate degree in 
business or finance with 8 or more years work 
experience in the financial sector at the man- 
agerial level, good current knowledge of Jorda- 
nian financial/ banking system, fluency in speak- 
ing and writing in both English and Arabic, and 
must be able to draft written reports in English. 


Qualified candidates must submit resumes 
and a sample of writing skills not later than 
March 29, 198a 


Personnel Office 

U.S. Agency for international Develop- 
ment 

P.O. Box 354, Amman, Jordan 


The proposals approved by the 
meeting have not been published, 
but in a speech opening the con- 
ference Gorbachev set out their 
broad outlines, including more 
use of land-leasing alongside the 
existing system and a programme 
to raise rural living standards. • 
He spoke of shortages which 
caused real discontent and called 
for measures to reduce 
bureaucracy, including disband- 
ing the giant Gosagroprom agro- 
ministry created just three years 
ago. 


Accounts of the debate in Fri- 
day's edition of the party daily 
Pravda revealed some dissatisfac- 
tion. particularly on the part of 
leaders in the relatively advanced 
Baltic republics, who felt the me- 
asures did not go fax enough. 

During the debate party lead- 
ers of both Estonia and Lithuania 
called for radical steps to divide 
up collective farms into smaller, 
private ones, Pravda said. 

Yegor Ligachev, a conservative 


in charge of the Politburo’s Agri- 
culture Commission, told a news 
conference Thursday that he 
favoured collective farms until an 
alternative proved more effec- 
tive. 

Figures published by an agri- 
culture expert in the party’s 
monthly theoretical journal Korn- 
munist underscored the extent of 
the food crisis facing the lead- 
ership. 

Vladimir Miloserdov, a mem- 
ber of the Soviet Academy of 
Agriculture, wrote in the maga- 
zine that nearly one-third of 
Soviet food production never 
reached the consumer. 

One million tonnes of meat was 
lost annually because of inadequ- 
ate refrigeration or processing,, 
food imports had risen sharply 
and 1.1 million people had left 
farming areas for the city in the 
past 17 years. 

Wanting to see results 

"People in an area can judge 
from what is on store shelves just 
bow efficient their local leaders 
are,” Miloserdov wrote. “And 
they will not be fobbed off with 
figures in a report. They want to 
see results.” 


BODY R SHOP (NO. 73) 
WORLD WIDE 

ON THE OCCASION OF 
MOTHERS DAY 


A complete range of natural skin edre, body 
care, hair care, decorative cosmetics, contour- 
ing treatments, perfumes and aromatic oils 
created from herbs and flowers without cruelty 
to animals. 


Available from your BODY R SHOP 

For f u rt h er information tel: 826148 
Abdoun Village - Abdoun ■ 
Amman - Jordan. 


From -11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


Saouma singled out for critic- 
ism structural adjustment prog- 
rammes — the policy of radical 
public spending cuts imposed on 
debtors by international financial 
bodies such as the International 
Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank. 

“The tragedy is that these 
programmes start with radical au- 
sterity measures that merely ^ 
aggravate the economic difficuP 
ties and social tensions within the 
population,” be said in a speech 
to European farmers' representa- 
tives. 

“In extreme cases, this can 
bring hungry people out onto the 
streets in riots, as happened quite 
recently," he said in a reference 
to unrest in Venezuela three 
weeks ago in which at least 276 
people died. 

.Last November Saouma- called 
for a direct role for FAO in debt 
negotiations between impover- 
ished nations and international 
finance institutions, but 
Friday's "was the most direct 
attack he has made on their poli- 
cies; _ 

Saouma said hunger would not 
be alleviated simply by increasing 
food production. He charged that 
farm subsidies in richer countries 
not only caused surpluses block- 
ing Third World food imports but 
also led to overpriced exports. 
“All in all. the developed coun- 
tries come out well and the de- 
veloping countries pay the pip- 
er.” he said. 

Saouma called on industrial- 
ised countries to open up their 
markets to Third World goods, 
putting future food security “on a 
solid basis of trade as opposed to 
false charity." 

“If northern countries can sub- 
sidise cereal production and ex- 
ports, why not do the same for 
goods which Third World coun- 
tries can only procure through 
imports, and which would allow 
them to become more produc- 
tive?" he said. 

He mentioned fertilisers, pesti- 
cides and tools as examples. 

Saouma said the richest contri- 
butors to FAO had reduced their 
budgets for assisting the Third 
World while doubling domestic 
support for agriculture in the last 
rune years. 
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MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 


or 


Furnished 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, gweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


For more informa- 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


ANDALUSIA 



Presents a discount of 
10% - 50% 
to the mothers... on Mothers Day 

Pure and reptile leather, loose wear (dishdash) 100% 
cotton, silverware, accessories, brass pots, jewellery, 

pottery, mother of pearl and brass ware, carpets tapestries 
and papyrus. 


N.B.: no extra price 

Jaber Commercial Centre - Mecca Str. 


Weekly Amman Financial Market trading 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The following table summarises trading activities at the Amman Financial Market during the 
week starting Saturday, March 11. $9 and ending Wednesday March IS, '89. (Figures in Jordanian dinars). 


Name of company 


Banking 


Industrial Development Bank 

Petra Bank 

Jordan Islamic Bank 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 


Housing Bank 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

Cairo Amman Bank 

Bank of Jordan 

Arab Bank 

Jordan National Bank 

Jordan Finance House for Development 


Finance and Credit Corporation 


National Portfolio Securities 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

Real Estate Financing Corporation 

Al Mashrek Exchange 

Middle J£asr Exchange .. t . 

Beil Al Mai Saving & Inytstnjenr for Honing 


Insurance and reinsurance 


Middle East Insurance 

Jordan French Insurance 

REFCO Life Insurance 

Jordan Insurance 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 

Yarmcmk Insurance and Reinsurance 

Holy Land Insurance 

Philadelphia Insurance 

Arab Union International Insurance 

Jerusalem Insurance 

Jordan-Gulf Insurance 

General Arabia Insurance 

National Ahiiya Insurance 

Arab Belgian Insurance and Reinsurance . 
United Insurance 


Services and industries 


General Investments 

luma for Investment and Financial Facilities . 


Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) ... 
Jordan Gulf Real Estate Investment 
Jordan Leasing Corporation 


International Contracting & Investment 

Jordanian Electric Power 

Irtrid District Electricity 


Hotels and Tourism 

United Middle East and Commodore Hotels.... 

Garage Owners Federation Office 

Jordan National Shipping Lines — 

Jordan Press Foundation 

Jordan Press and Publishing 

■ Dar Al Shaab Press, Printing and Publishing 36823 

■ Jordan Dairy 5301 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 18179 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 101 188 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 2325 

Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural (Intaj) .... 8325 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 12437 

Jordan Kuwah for Agricultural Products 2500 

Jordan Sweets and Chocolate Manufacturing — 

Aladdin Industries 1 28050 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 42508 

Jordan Worsted Mills — 

Jordan Ceramics 10150 

Chemical Industries 17300 

Jordan Industries and Match (JIMCO) 11400 

Dar Al Dawa' for Development and Investment .... 11544 

’National Steel Industries — 8300 

Universal Chemical Industries 176141 

General Mining 600 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 4554. 

Jordan Lime & Brick 41700 

National Industries 14823 

Arab Paper Converting and Trading Iflb 

Arab Investment and International Trade — 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO) — ... 15150 

Livestock and Poultry — 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 14621 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Ba^ .'. 100 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard — 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 348Q(| 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research .... — 

Jordan Hunch Mineral 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

Wooten Industries 

Jordan Tanning 

Jordan Printing and Packaging 

Jordan Tobacco and Ogarette .................. — 

Mas Industries - 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals 90163 

National Cable & Wire Manufacturing 

Jordan Spinning 8c Weaving ■ 30951 

1 Jordan SulphoQwtmcaJs : 

Jordan Cement Factories 38724 

Jordan Glass Industries . .. 


Number 

Volume 

Opening 

Oaring 

Par 

rf shares 

of trade 

price 

price 

value 

tuttons 





2000. 

3200 

1.640 

1300 

i.ooo : 

860 

2225 

2.620 

2.600 

1.000 ' 

1035 

2129 

2.060 

2.0S0 

1.000 ' 

9850 

14906 

1.360 

1.440 

i.ooo ; 

61820 

79080 

1.220 

1340 

1.000 ■ 

876 

1620 

1.810 

1.850 

1.000 ‘ 

— 

— 

— 


i.ooo - 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

s.ooo : 

811 

12380 

15.250 

15.200 

5.000 : 

1922 

280709 

147.500 

144.750 

10.000 

22750 

58087 

2.560 

2350 

i.ooo : 

— 

— 

— 



1.000 ■ 

25450 

55182 

2.470 

2.450 

Low*: 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i.fino 

70300 

133684 

1.970 

1.980 

i.ooo 

12609 

11833 

0.950 

0.930 

i.ooo : 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.000 

— 



_ 


10.000 

■til’ — v *- 

■ ,.n. 

— 

bn • 

r u • 

l ooo : 

.. 1500-:.'^ 

-1470 

0.950 

- n "0:900 

i.ooo ; 

22465 

44714 

2.000 

1.980 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 



1.000 

16632 

59770 

3.640 

3370 

1.000 

6028 

6249 

1.060 

1.030 

1.000 

250 

338 

1.350 

1350 

1.000 . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

753 

841 

1.100 

1.110 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 : 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

450 

609 

1.350 

1.460 

1.000 . 

— 

— 

— 



1.000 

300 

348 

1.180 

1.160 

1.000 . 





1.000 

450 

314 

0.770 

0.670 

1.000 “ 

18125 

14094 

0.770 

0.780 

1.000 

Z2J69 

7918 

0.650 

0.650 

1.000 

22824 

8408 

0370 

0370 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 


i.ooo ; 

45150 

7371 

0.660 

0.670 

1.000 

18225 

5285 

0.790 

0.790 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1.000 

29807 

46828 

1-560 

1.540 

1.000 

50 

45 

0.900 

0.900 

1.000 

55930 

44342 

0.750 

0.830 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

~ z ~ 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1.000 

200 

920 

4.550 

4.600 

1.000 

7700 

7993 

1.040 

1.030 

1.000 

50 

167 

3300 

3.330 

1.000 


18725 

5115 

55251 

163998 

7793 

13552 

57935 

1750 


0.520 

0.940 

2.910 

1.580 

3.300 

1.600 

4.500 

0.970 


0.510 

0.960 

2.940 

1-600 

3.440 

1.600 

4.670 

0.950 


52213 

81721 


1.800 

1.920 


1.840 

1.900 


19430 

39307 

7910 

26324 

23096 

539249 

1260 

36368 

8857 

14230 

44 


1.800 

2380 

0.690 

2.330 

2.710 

2.720 

2.200 

7.950 

0.210 

0.950 

0.420 


1.950 
2.210 
0.690' 
2340 
2.770 - 
3.180 
2.100 
7.-900 
0.210 
0.960 
0.450 


26798 


1.810 


1.770 


25630 

191 


1.660 

1.820 


1.750 

1.910 


34828 


0.970 


0.990 


1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

.14X10 

1.000 

1 . 006 “ 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

-1.000 

1.000 

-5.000 

1.000 

2.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 




Grand total 




— 

— 

1.000 

— 


— 



1.000 

3455 

3509 

1.020 

1.030 

1.000 



— . 

— , 

5.000 

— 


— 

— 

1.000. 


““ 

— 

— 

LOOO 

— 

— 

— 


1.000 

90163 

■89767 

1.050 

0.990 

1.000 

29000 

41952 

1.450 

1.420 

1.000 

30951 

33980 

1.080 

1.100' 

1.000 

.29803 

. 82277 

2.760 

2.740 

1.000. 

38724 

• 45160 

1.180 

1.150. 

i.ooo' 

6150 

6217. 

1.020 

1.010 

1.000 

16,567 

2v*77345 





r 

• : i* 


11 


v 


v 













* « s 


orts 


JORDAN TIMES. SUNDAY, MARCH 19. 1989 7 


■'-jruos 


{ CAFRO fR) A last-minute 
( header by defender Nabil 
‘.Mahmoud gave Egypt's. Zamalek 
i 2- 1 victory against Sudan's Maw* 
i rada Friday in a- first leg, first 
| round match of the Africa Cham- 
r pions' Cup. 

I .‘A. successful counter-attack by 
j Mjawrada in the 1 2th minute re- 
i lidypd the few hundred Sudanese 
| expatriates at Cairo stadium.. 
i . Forward „ Ahmed Breish re- 
| Ceived across outside the box' and 
I . scored fils team's only goal with a 
; powerful shot to past, the left, of 
; goalkeeper Ayman Taher. 

• Zamalek, who won the Africa 
; Champions's Trophy in 1984 and 
M986.-- fought back with fierce 

attacks, but haste and the 
rSudanese champions' tight de- 
t fence spoiled repeated thrusts: 

J ^Mawrada. defending with nine 

• players to keep a dean net. 
' mounted several cautious coun- 
' ter-attacks hut Zamulek's experi- 
; enced. defenders had by then 
.; managed to recover their 
I strength. 

I After halftime Zamalek 
\ changed .its attack plan and relied 
•jmws.op sending cross balls into 
the penalty area. 

‘The - new tactic paid off. Twelve 
; minutes into the- second half. 
•Zamalek star striker Jamal 
"'Abdel-Hamid headed home the 

* equaliser from a perfect / cross 

* seven yards from goalkeeper 
> Awad Dokah. . 



SPORTS IN BRIEF 


McLaren to make high performance road 
cars 

LONDON (R) — The Tag/McLaren group, owners of world 
champion Formula One motor racing feam McLaren, has formed a 
new company to rival Ferrari in the creation of high performance 
road cats, in a statement, the company said it planned to “design 
and manufacture a unique high performance road car to reflect the 
quality and technology which has been the hallmark of McLaren 
international's world championship Formula One team." The new 
cars will be designed by a team led by Gordon Murray and will 
include current Formula One technology. McLaren won 15 out of 
16 Grands Prix last year lo take the Formula One drivers' and 
constructor's rworld titles. - 

Monaco’s Ferratge banned for six months 

PARIS (R) — Monaco midfielder Jean-Marc Ferratge, one of six 
players sent off in French first division matches last Saturday, was 
banned for six months Friday. A French league spokeswoman said 
that. a video tape of Monaco's match against Nice “clearly showed 
that Ferratge jostle the referee twice.” Both Ferratge and Manuel 
Amoros were sent off by referee Antoine De Pandis for disputing a 
penalty awarded to Nice. Ferratge was banned until September for 
manhandling the referee and verbal abuse. Amcros, French 
captain in the World Cup qualifier against Scotland earlier this 
month, was given a three-match suspension for unsporting be- 
haviour and verbal abuse. 

Graf and Evert advance to semis 

BOCA RATON, Fla. (R) — Top-seeded Steffi Graf moved one 
step closer to winning one of the three titles that eluded her last 
year by overwhelming Canadian Helen Kelesi to reach the Florida 
women's championship semifinals. Graf pounded the seventh- 
seeded Kelesi 6-1. 6-1 as ail the semifinalists enjoyed easy passage 
in the $300,000 tournament. Third-seeded Chris Evert advanced 
with a 6-2, 6-3 win over fellow- American Mary Joe Fernandez, the 
fifth seed, in a match that was briefly interrupted by rain in the final 
game. Graf next faces fourth seed Helena Sukova of Czechoslova- 
kia, who put on an Impressive serve-and-volley display in beating 
unseeded American- Halle Cioffi 6-3. 6-2. Jana Novotna of 
Czechoslovakia, who plays Evert in the semifinals, scored a 6-3. 6-2 
win over American Terry Phelps, who upset defending champion 
Gabrieta Sabatini of Argentina in the third round. 


Noah beats 
Agassi in 
a dashing 
display 

INDIAN WELLS. Calif. (R) — 
Yannick Noah of France put on a 
brilliant display of athletic agility 
to upset American Andre Agassi 
in the quarter-finals of the 
702,500-dollar Indian Wells 
Grand Prix tournament Friday. 

Noah, the 12th seed, ousted 
the third-seeded teenager 7-5. 6-4 
in a match filled with dramatic 
points and good sportsmanship. 

The win lifted Noah into the 
semifinals against unseeded Jay 
Berger, who beat 10th-seeded fel- 
low- A m ericoii Brad Gilbert 64. 
64. Berger upset top seed Boris 
Becker Thursday. 

The other semifinal will have 
fourth-seeded Jimmy Connors 
against number seven Miloslav 
Mecir of Czechoslovakia. Con- 
nors beat fellow- American Tim 
Mayorte, the sixth seed. 6-3, 6-3. 
Mecir overcame 16th-sceded 
American Michael Chang 6-2. 
3-6. 64. 

Noah and Agassi traded breaks 
early in their quarter-final which 
contrasted the Frenchman's flam- 
boyant . serve-and-volley style 
with Agassi's powerful ground- 
stroke game. 

Agassi double-faulted twice in 
the I 1th game to fall behind 6-5. 
Noah reached set point in the 
next game and seemed to win it 
when an Agassi return was called 
wide. 

The umpire overruled the call 
— over the protests of both play- 
ers. Agassi eventually took the 
microphone to explain to the 



| World figure skating championships 

i Soviets win with perfect 6 



PARIS (AP) — Soviets Marina Klimova and Sergei 
Ponomarenko won their first ice dance title at the 
World Figure skating championships Friday with a 
slick, witty routine that earned them six perfect 
marks of 6.0. 


Shall I eat it? A flying Noah 
contemplates his next move in the 
good-natured battle against Agas- 
si at Indian Wells Friday. 

capacity crowd of 10.500 that he 
was yielding the point to Noah. 
That gave the Frenchman the set. 
7-5. 

There were more dramatics at 
deuce in the fifth game of the 
second set. 

Twice Noah dived full length to 
retrieve apparent volley winners 
and he stretched again to win the 
point on his own forehand volley, 
leaving Agassi flat on his back in 
amazement. Noah held for 3-3. 
then broke Agassi in the next 
game. 

Games then went on serve with 
Noah finishing the match with 
another forehand winner. 

“I was suprised and pleased." 
Noah said of Agassi's move to 
give him the set point. "He didn't 
have to give it to me." 


Another Soviet couple, Maia 
Usova and Aleksandr Zhulin, 
won the silver with France’s 
Isabelle and Paul Duchesnay 
moving up one place to snatch the 
bronze to tumultuous applause. 

Earlier, American Jill Trenary 
recovered from a practice session 
that had her in tears to lead the 
women's event after the original 
programme portion, with just the 
free skating to come Saturday. 

Klimova and Ponomarenko, 
runners-up four years in a row 
behind the now-retired Natalia 
Bestemianova and Andrei Bukin, 
needed only to play safe to take 
the gold after dominating the 
earlier sections of the ice dance 
competition. 

Their humourous, light- 
hearted characterisation of the 
"Three Penny Opera" earned 
them five marks of 6.0 for artistic 
impression and one for technical 
merit. 

But it was the French-Cana- 
dian Duchesnays team that had 
the partisan Parisian crowd — 


and a noisy group of Canadians 
— on their feet with an eagerly 
awaited routine that had never 
previously been done in competi- 
tion. 

Their flowing, romantic prog- 
ramme, choreographed by for- 
mer ice dance champion Christ- 
opher Dean, clinched the bronze 
medal ahead of Hungary's Klara 
Engi and Attila Toth, who slip- 
ped into fourth. 

In their original set . pattern 
routine, the Duchesnays lost cru- 
cial marks with an ambitious 
show that included a feathered 
boa and straw hat but failed to 
impress the judges. 

The Duchesnays performed a 
theatrical programme to Paul 
McCartney's “Eleanor's dream." 

Usova and Zhulin, followed 
them with a more conventional 
dancing style to Chopin and held 
on to second place. 

Trenary. in second place going 
into the original set pattern sec- 
tion, overtook Claudia Leistner 
of West Germany to grab the 


overall lead in the women's event 
and Japan's Midori Ito moved up 
to third. 

A few hours before her original 
programme, Trenary was in tears 
in her hotel room after falling 
repeatedly in practice. 

“I had a nightmare practice. 
My coaches were ready to shoot 
me," the American said. “I felt 
lethargic, tired and unsure of 
myself. But I had a good cry. 
made some phone calls, played 
some cards and pulled myself 
together. 

But after their performances, 
neither Leismcr nor Trenary 
emerged as favourite for Satur- 
day's gold medal. 

That distinction fell to Japan's 
Ito, whose electrifying jumping 
earned two perfect marks of 6.0 
and moved her up from sixth 
place after the compulsory figures 
to third. 

"Unbelievable." Ito said. "1 
was only performing at 70 per 
cent and changed a triple-triple 
combination to a triple-double at 
the lust minute because I didn't 
want to make a mistake." 

Trenary said another error-free 
performance from the Japanese 
skater would earn her the gold in 
a winner-take-all showdown on 
Saturday between the top three. 


Driver’s wife slams doctors 


GOREN BRIDGE 


Cauthen: ‘lucky with a broken neck* 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

IMS Tribute Madia Sow i c a a. Inc 


NEWMARKET. England (R) — 
On Newmarket's chill and wind- 


get bored, it's frustrating. I mis- 
sed good horses, but it's like they 


swept gallops a quiet American . say — that's racing." 


TAKE THE ONLY CHANCE 


Easi-West 

deals. 


vulnerable. 


NORTH 

♦ 73 

: K Q J 7 5 

v. -T3 

* Q J 7 2 

WEST • EAST 
#9 *8642 

•C10S62 7 A 9 4 3 

' Q 10 6 5 v J 9 4 

* K 10 4 3 * J 5 

' SOUTH 

........ 0AKQJ1O5 

or/), i — 

,r : ■ 

The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

2 * Pass 3 Pass 

3 * Pass 3 NT Pass 

4 . Pass 4 ♦ Pass 

6 * Pas Pass Pas 

' Opening lead: Nine of * 

- In bridge as in life, half the prob- 
lem is understanding what you have 
to do to succeed. Once that is 
worked out, the solution, becomes 
easier to find. 

West found the best lead of a 
tramp. With any other lead, such as 
a diamond, declarer could have won 
and immediately led a low club to- 
ward the queen. As the cards lie, be 
would have had just enough dummy 
entries to establish and cash a heart 
trick via a ruffing finesse. That was 
not a realistic option after the trump 
lead — the chances were top great 


that the defender who won the chib 
would remove dummy’s last trump, 
stranding South with at least one 
diamond loser. 

For the slam to get home, declar- 
er first of all needed to place East 
with the ace of hearts. Next he 
would have to find either defender 
with both the king of dubs and 
queen of diamonds, or West with 
specifically the king of clubs and no 
more than three diamonds, and he 
would have to guess which holding 
■ existed — . . 

— Declarer won the first.. trick ia 
riband, cashed r the ace-king, of -dia- 
monds and ruffed a diamond. The 
king of hearts was covered by the 
ace and ruffed, and declarer drew 
the rest of trumps. West discarded 
two hearts and a club. 

Declarer now had to divine the 
minor-suit distribution. There was 
one faint clue. A defender doesn’t 
usually lead a singleton trump 
against a slam if he has any safe 
lead. South concluded that West led 
a trump because he didn't want to 
lead away from honors in the other 
suits. So declarer exited with a 
diamond. 

In with the queen of diamonds. 
West had a choice of losing plays. 
Since a heart was certain iy fatal, he 
chose a dub.. Declarer popped up 
with the queen and, when that held, 
declarer could claim 12 tricks — six 
trumps and a ruff, two dubs, two 
diamonds and a heart. - 


rides out in earnest for the first 
time since a sickening fall forced 
a seven-month break from the 
turf. 

Steve Cauthen is back. 

The fall put three-times winner 
Cauthen out .of the running for 
Britain's champion jockey title. 

More significantly, he was for- 
tunate lo escape with his life 
when the three-year-old Filly Pre- 


“I've been in the saddle of an 
exercise bike, but since the fall 
this was my first real ride out." 
the amiable Cauthen told Reuters 
after exercising two horses be- 
longing to top trainer Henry 
Cecil. 

The fractured neck was com- 
pounded by denTal problems this 
year which put paid to hopes of 
easing into the curves of the 


without warning on a summer Hong Kong's turf, 
afternoon ai Goodwood. With less than three weeks to 

Last week Cauthen won the shape up before the British flat 
battle to retunr. _■ . season begins. Cauthen con- 

W7p: tricky to ‘.cedes : ' Tm not as fit as I’d Jike to 
just walk ' away with a broken ‘‘be." 

neck." • Time-out on his parents' stud 

Of his time off. he said: "You farm in Kentucky pushed his 

Japanese captures 
figure skating title 


THI BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



“Honey, call the pharmacy. See If 
my new medicine is supposed to 
have any unusual side effects;" 


PARIS ( AP) — Midori Ito put on 
a stunning display of jumping to 
capture the first title ever for 
Japan at the world Figure skating 
championships Saturday. 

Ito earned five 6.0's for tech- 
nical merit for a programme that 
included seven triple jumps. Ab- 
out 50 seconds into her routine, 
she did a triple axel, the first time 
it has been completed - by a 
woman in the world cham- 
pionships. 

Ito's programme won the 
plaudits of the crowd and judges. 
In addition to the 6.0's. she re- 
ceived four 5;9‘s for the technical 
merit marks. Her artistic impress- 
ion scores were ail 5.8's except 
for one 5.9. 

The 19-year-old from Nagoya. 
Japan, shut the door on her 
opposition in a winner-take-all 
showdown in the final free skat- 
ing, which counted 50 per cent of 
the total score. She was third 
entering the final routine. 

Claudia Leistner of West Ger- 
many edged Jill Trenary of the 
United States for second. Both 
made a number of mistakes in 


their routines as they battled for 
the silver. 

Leistner fell early while Tren- 
ary completed just two triple 
jumps and scaled down two dou- 
ble axels into singles in her prog- 
ramme. 

As her name was announced as 
gold medallist, Jto's face lir up as 
her turquoise and blue sequined 
costume sparkled as much as she 
did. 

Trenary's American teammate, 
Kristi Yamaguchi. skating in her 
first world championships, put on 
a strong performance to climb 
one place to sixth. 

Ito put on a jumping exhibition 
that was stronger than she did last 
year at the Calgary Olympics, 
where she was fifth. She was sixth 
at last year's world cham- 
pionships. 

This year, with the top three of 
last season retired it came down 
to a free skating battle between 
Ito. Leistner and Trenary. 

It was no contest. 

"I had no pressure on me," Ito 
said. "I wanted to do my best." 


weight over the nine stone (57 kg) 
barrier feared by ail flat race 
riders. 

Although Cauthen has chased 
it down to 8st 121bs (5ft kg), he 
still needs to shed five pounds 
(2.2 kg) to hit his target. 

"1 don’t plan on [tying to kill 
myself, nor on wasting too hard 
when the weather's so'bad." said 
Cauthen. 

"I prefer to stick to a decent 
regime — fruit, vegetables, chick- 
en and fish... only less of them 


* Cauthen s weight problem 
dates hack to 1985. It led then to 
tiredness, depression, an inclina- 
tion to drink too much and a spell 
in ji health clinic. 

He said: “The last few pound 
are always the hardest. It's an 
every-day battle and will be that 
way for the rest of my life." 

The two horses he exercised for 
Cecil were a steady two-year-old 
by Derby winner Secreto. 

"Henry was making sure I had 
a couple of nice rides, nothing 
that whipped round too much or 
did anything crazy. 

“I’m going to ease my way in," 
said Cauthen whose winter exer- 
cise has been confined to six 
weeks in the gym. gentle rides on 
the farm and being beaten by his 
mother at tennis. 

The American intends to have 
his feet in the stirrups "on day 
one" of rhe season — on March 
25. 

"You don't look forward to the 
grind of getting it back together, 
but it might just be the best year 
I've ever had." Cauthen said. 


Peanuts 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — The 
wife of French Formula One driv- 
er Philippe Streiff attacked 
medical care at the Rio motor 
racing circuit where her husband 
crashed Wednesday and warned 
other drivers they were at risk. 

Renee Streiff called the 
emergency medical care absurd. 

“I want to tell drivers who are 
arriving here, they are running 
risks." she told local journalists 
Thursday. 

Streiff. 33. is in a serious condi- 
tion in hospital after dislocating 
part of his spine and breaking a 
collar-bone and shoulder-blade in 
the high-speed crash during prac- 
tice for next weekend's opening 
race here in the 1989 Formula 
One season. 

Streiff s car flew over a guard- 
rail. breaking up and scattering 
debris which hit a fireman and a 
race-track worker. 

Renee criticised race organis- 
ers for insisting on bringing a 


medical team from Sao Paulo to 
treat her husband and delaying an 
essential operation for 12 hours 
after the crash. 

Local radio reports Friday said 
Renee was considering sueing 
race organisers if her husband did 
not fully recover. 

Race organisers and medical 
officers declined to comment on 
her allegations. 

Streiff. who was completely pa- 
ralysed when he arrived in hospit- 
al. was operated on to ease press- 
ure on the dislocated neck verteb- 
rae. After the operation. Strcif 
was still without feeling in his 
arms and legs. 

But surgeon Carlos Giesta said 
he was optimistic. Asked if Streiff 
was likely to stay paralysed. Gies- 
ta said: "I don't believe so. I 
think there’s a good chance of 
recovery." 

A French doctor specialising in 
motor racing injuries. Gerard 
Saillant. arrived in Rio Thursdav 


to check Streiff. He declined l«* 
comment on the accident. 

Former world driver.' cham- 
pion Nelson Piquet completed 
only 2(1 laps during Thursday’s 
practice, stopping after feeling 
pain from a rib broken List month 
when he fell from a ladder on hi- 
luxury yacht in Italy. 

Piquet said he utis dome all 
possible to be fit for the Brazili.m 
Grand Prix. but was unsure if lie 
would manage to race on hi- 
home track because ot the pain 

World champion Ayrton Sciii-.i 
of Brazil also tested briefly fii 
new normally -aspirated I load.:- 
powered McLaren. 

Senna, who dro\c only fiw 
laps and clocked the slowest tiini 
of the day of one minute 41.54 
seconds, said the new car needed 
small adjustments. He said the 
pedals were not correctly ad- 
justed and the seat was uncom- 
fortable. 


Johnson scores 43 for Pistons 


NEW YORK (AP) — Vinnic 
Johnson scored ]4 of his 30 points 
in the fourth quarter as the De- 
troit Pistons beat the Boston Cel- 
tics 106-98 for their ninth straight 
victory. 

Johnson scored 12 straight Pis- 
tons points and 14 of 16 during a 
five-minute stretch that helped 
Detroit end Boston's four-game 
winning streak. 

The Pistons led 81-77 early in 
the fourth quarter when Johnson 
got hot. carrying Detroit to a 
97-87 lead with 4:43 remaining. 

Boston pulled closed the gap to 
97-92 after a three-point play by 
Kevin McHale and a basket by 
Robert Parish, but Detroit got 
two free throws apiece from Joe 
Dumars and Rick Mahom to 
make it 1UI-92 with 1:06 to go. 

Dumars added 24 points for 
Detroit, and Isiah Thomas had 


20. Parish led Boston with 20 quarter as the Phoenix Sun*. K 
points and McHale added 19. the Portland Trail Blazers L' 
Bernard King hit a falllaway 124. 

3-point shot with two seconds left’ . . . . . ... 

in overtime as the Washington n ° r” LS ° n • ? J 1 ^ u ' hr, ‘ k ,'’ 

Bullets rallied from a 21-point 1 "’r"- C ,ie I u' ,,h . Jh 
third-quarter deficit to defeat the riT^k P ^ LusA n geic> 
New Jersey Nets 124-121. ,h 5 Mavericks 

Michael Jordan had 33 points for the,r s, « h 

and nine assists in his fourth CIor y- 

straight game at point guard and Mitch Richmond scored 16 of 
Scottie Pippen scored 31 points, his 36 points in the fourth quarter 
leading the Chicago Bulls to a and keved a 134 overtime run as 
129-124 victory over the New the Golden State Warriors beat 
York Knicks. the Atlanta Hawks 127-118. 

Karl Malone scored 31 points 

and John Stockton had 16 points Rex Chapman scored 15 of his 
and 15 assists as the Utah Jazz 24 points in the fourth quarter 
won their seventh straight game and KeJJy Tripucka added IS 
overall and 10th consecutive at points as the Charlotte Hornets 
home. 118-% over the Miami ended a nine-game losing streak 
Heat. and a 10-game slide on the road 

Kevin Johnson scored 20 of his .with a 108-105 victory over the 
game-high 39 points in the third Los Angeles Clippers. 


LOOK, DIP V0U SEE THAT ? 


OUR. TEACHER WAS WAITING 


IN HER CAR. AND HER BOYFRIEND 


DIDN'T SHOW UP. 


<-CR 


SIYshane! a 

AWAY [COME BACK, 
alone- A SHANE! . 
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Forecast for Sunday, March 19, 1989 




1 Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter toeach square, to form 
i- : lour ordtoaiy worda 


JSS HOROSCOPE 

— Ab Charted By The CwtoU Righter Astrological Foundation 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



'Saturday's 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print onswer here: l 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Juntos ROACH STOIC. LETHAL 'WEAKEN . 
Answer What the man tn ctwge of the doughnut 
factory said he was— THE “HOLE" WORKS 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Conversation, famfy fun and short 
tripe will mark this day es amo- 
tjooaHy relaxing , hot otherwise un- 
productive. Give yourself a break 

and enjoy yourself. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) A 
slowdown of activities would be 
welcomed by a tired body- Emo- 
tional cycles remain high. Low key 
nhni ram be w H fnnlaHng. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Avcidtuaiiiiittiuajouiielftoincre 
than you con handle. Don’t ploy aD 
your cards just yet. Time wifi wads 
to your advantage. 

GEMINI (May 21 to Ians 21) 

Some aid problems need new seda- 
tions. Focus on financial status, 

ahm *Iwra' «rlr<Llnra»la«»i_ 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JnL 21) You may have to bock away 
f r om situations that interfere with 
your sense of security. Develop ac- 
tivities that get concrete results. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Aug. 21) New 
situations on the bomefront need to 
be adjusted. Things are work i ng in 
your favor, even though you may 
not feel ft. 

VIRGO (A^g. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Jealousy and pesaesrivenesa can 
take slot of energy out of an other- 


wise enjoyable day. Time will solve 
same of these problems. 

LIBRA (SepL23to Oct- 22) Don't 
stop now. You have the ball rolling 
ana Uris is no time to rest Use past 
accomplishments to spur you 
toward new goals. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Now is the tune to tor plans for the 
future. Consult with loved ones sod 
those don to you far ideas to fulfill 
your dreams and aspirations. 

SAGITTARIUS (No*. 22 to Dec. 
21) Sane misunderst a n di n g s in- 
terfere with plans. Using anger to 
straighten out confusion is not ap- 
propriate behavior to solve 


CAPRICORN (Dec 22 to Jan. 20) 
Social relations and romance are in 
faQ bloom. Take advantage of your 
own chariamaticmooda by develop 
ing relationships. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19} 

A clandestine affair may seem at- 
tractive but calls for farther 
thought. Extra energy baa you 
ready to jump into action. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 29) A 
get-together at home should prove 
successful. You are wide open, in- 
spired and yearning to escape the 
confines of everyday life. 


e> 



Muttn’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 
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Supporters of Boris Yeltsin, the deposed Moscow Communist Party 
chief, cheer their candidate before a rally that they could not attend 
because authorities would not give them tickets. The banner reads: 


“Give invitations to the people.*' Yeltsin, right, speaking at the rally, 
is seeking a seat In the revamped Soviet legislature. 


Yeltsin group accuses Moscow of cheating 


MOSCOW (R) — Moscow 
Communist Party officials were 
accused on television at the 
weekend of cheating in a drive to 
prevent the election of Kremlin 
rebel Boris Yeltsin to the new- 
style Soviet parliament. 

The accusation was made Fri- 
day — and endorsed by a Yeltsin 
aide Saturday — by’ a former 
Moscow newspaper editor who 
himself appears set to become a 
deputy in the parliament. 

“The parry apparatus is firing 
at Yeltsin from a distance,” 
Mikhail Polioranin. a commenta- 
tor for the Novosti Press Agency, 
told an interviewer in the prog- 
ramme "Y'zgylad” (“Viewpoint") 
shown throughout the country. 

PoltoraniiTsaid sharp questions 
put to Yeltsin in a televised de- 
bate with his clearly officially- 
backed opponent came from 
apparently fictitious people who 


did not live at the addresses 
given. 

The allegations showed the 
startling new electoral climate in 
the Soviet Union, where for 
almost 70 years voters have had 
no choice and official candidates 
have been returned routinely 
with a declared 99 per cent of the 
poll. 

A Yeltsin aide contacted Satur- 
day said the former Moscow par- 
ty chief and former junior mem- 
ber of the Politburo believed 
many of the questions were 
planted to try to discredit bim. 

The aide, who gave his name 
only as Mironov, said Yeltsin 
backers were collecting signa- 
tures in central Moscow calling 
for his successor as city party 
chief. Lev Zaikov, to be charged 
with manipulating the election. 

Voting for the new parliament. 


part of political reforms launched 
by Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev to bring more democracy 
into the communist system, takes 
place March 26. 

For the first time since just 
after the 1917 Bolshevik revol- 
ution, many constituencies have 
two or more candidates. Most are 
party members but they have 
expressed widely differing views. 

Yeltsin, 57. has come to sym- 
bolise the more independent fi- 
gures. His controversial personal- 
ity has come further under the 
spotlight since complaints were 
expressed at a Kremlin forum this 
week that he was deviating from 
the party line. 

Streets polls by Soviet and 
foreign journalists suggest he is 
likely to defeat easily his oppo- 
nent Yevgeny Brakov, director of 
the Zil car plant, in the battle for 


AIDS needles infect 49 in Soviet hospital 


] MOSCOW (AP) — The num- 
j her of mothers and children 
infected with the AIDS virus by 
| nurses using an unsterile 
syringe at a provincial hospital 
has risen to 49. according to 
Soviet health officials. 

Officials expect to find sever- 
al more victims as the investiga- 
tion continues, Valentin Pok- 
rovsky, president of the 
Academy of Sciences, told a 
press briefing Friday on an 
international conference in 
Moscow on AIDS. 


Pokrovsky said 21 of the 49 
people already identified are 
children. 

The new cases brought the 
total number of officially re- 
ported AIDS infections in the 
Soviet Union to 554. Eight peo- 
ple have developed the full- 
blown, disease. 

Pokrovsky blamed the infec- 
tions hi Elista, a city near the 
Caspian Sea, on health workers 
who used the same hypodermic 
needle to inject drugs into the 
intravenous feeding catheters 


of numerous patients. 

The Soviet Union suffers ex- 
treme shortages of numerous 
products, including syringes. 
The country produced just 30 
milli on disposable syringes last 
year, while health workers dis- 
pensed three bDlion injections, 
said Deputy Health Minister 
Alexander Kondrnsev. 

Nurses are required to steril- 
ise the reusable syringes after 
each injection, but this 
apparently was not done in 
Elista, he said. 


“We still have cases of health 
workers using syringes not 
properly boiled, or simply 
changing needles," he said. 
“There should be a system of 
responsibility” to prevent such 
dangerous behaviour, he said. 

AIDS develops from infec- 
tion with a virus called HIV, 
which is most often transmitted 
by sexual intercourse or by 
unsterile needles. There, is no 
cure for the disease, which des- 
troys the body's ability to fend 
off illness. 


Managua frees Somoza guards 


MANAGUA (R) — Nicaragua's 
leftist Samiinistas, many of whom 
were tortured or imprisoned by 
former dictator Anastasio Somo- 
zu’s National Guard, have re- 
leased nearly 1 ,900 jailed guards- 
men to fulfill terms of a Cen- 
tral American peace pact. 

But new government proposals 
for political reform, another key 
part of the plan, fell far short of 
opposition demands. 

President Daniel Ortega, who 
spent seven years in Somoza 's 
prisons, and Interior Minister 
Tomas Borge. who was jailed and 
tortured by the National Guard, 
watched impassively Friday as 
guardsmen were freed from Man- 
agua's Tipitapa prison. 

"At the ceremony were those 
of us who were taken prisoner 
several times by Somoza's guard, 
who were tortured by Somoz3*s 
guard, whose brothers and rela- 
tives were murdered by Somoza's 
guard." Ortega told opposition 


politicians Friday. 

The guard fought a vicious 
struggle against Sandinista guer- 
rillas before the 1979 revolution. 
It killed Ortega's brother Camilo 
during an anti-Somoza rebellion 
in 197S. 

Ortega agreed at a Central 
American Summit in El Salvador 
last month to free political prison- 
ers and make political reforms in 
return for a promise by other 
regional leaders to work to dis- 
band U.S. -backed contra rebels 
fighting Managua. 

Some 1 .645 former guardsmen, 
jailed since 1979, were freed in an 
emotional ceremony at the pris- 
on. Standing in rows on a dusty 
parade ground, they came for- 
ward one by one to receive their 
release papers and be reunited 
with tearful relatives. 

Another 249 guardsmen held 
under house arrest or other res- 
trictions, were also pardoned. 

The guardsmen were jailed for 


up to 30 years on charges ranging 
from criminal association to rape 
and murder. But human rights 
groups say many were unfairly 
tried. 

Ortega outlined his plans Fri- 
day for electoral and media law 
reforms — a key commitment 
under the peace plan. Without 
giving details, Ortega said he 
would propose reforms to pre- 
vent the ruling party from using 
state property in an election cam- 
paign. promote equal access to 
the media for all political parties 
and change the law on party 
binding. 

Opposition parties complain 
that they are denied access to 
state-run television and barred 
from receiving foreign funds. 

But opposition leaders com- 
plained that Ortega had not met 
their demands for constitutional 
reforms to ensure a fair ballot in 
elections set for next February. 



WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


New British airport security 

LONDON ( AP) — The Department of Transport 
has issued new security orders to all major British 
airports following the bombing of Pan Am Flight 
ti»3. a Manchester airport spokesman said Satur- 
day. The department refused to confirm any new 
orders, saying it would not discuss security 
arrangements. The Manchester airport spokes- 
man. who spoke on condition of not being named 
in accordance with British practice, said the orders 
were received Friday night. The spokesman gave 
no details because the orders dealt with security 
matters. British media reports said the directive 
was believed to require all passengers to remove 
electrical and electronic equipment from suitcases 
when they check in. The items would be carried as 
hand luggage that could be examined at boarding 
sates, according to reports by the British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC), "independent Radio 
News and Press Association, the domestic news 
agency. 

15-nation Namibia force 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Sweden, which 
previously had been rejected by South Africa, will 
be one of 15 nations providing police supervisors 
for Namibia's transition to. independence, U.N. 
officials said Friday. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar informed the Security Council 
that 15 nations have agreed to provide officers for 
the 500-strong unit of supervisors for Namibia's 
police force. Austria, Bangladesh, Barbados. 
Egypt. Fiji, Ghana, Hungary, Ireland, Jamaica, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Philippines, 
and Tunisia also will provide police supervisors, he 
said. In February, Swedish officials announced 
that South Africa had vetoed the participation of 
their troops as peacekeepers in Namibia. South 
Africa said Sweden's longstanding support for the 
South-West Africa People's Organisation (SWA- 


PO). a Namibian independence movement, meant 
Swedish peacekeepers could not be impartial, 
according to Swedish officials. 

Panama allows poll monitors 

PANAMA CITY (R) — Panama will permit a 
group of international election observers to begin 
work here a month ahead of May 7 national 
elections, a spokesman for the observers said 
Friday. Jeny Garber, a consultant on electoral 
processes, said the group had a commitment from 
government and military officials here to allow 
them to start work in April to evaluare Che election 
process. He said the group, in its initial visit, found 
the election framework adequate but called on the 
government to reopen dosed opposition media 
and allow exiled Panamanians to return home. 
Garber spoke at the end of a three-day visit by 
representatives of the Council of Freely Elected 
Heads of Government, a branch of the Carter 
Centre dedicated to promoting free elections. 

U.S. lifts Chile fruit ban 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. government 
has cleared the way for shipments of Chilean 
produce to American supermarkets and 
announced plans for stepped-up inspections after a 
health scare sparked by cyanide-tainted grapes 
from Chile. A few hours after the United States 
announced its new import inspection plan Friday, 
Canada lifted a ban on Chilean grapes, berries and 
vegetables. And Japan Saturday lifted its ban on 
Chilean grapes or. condition that Chile guarantee 
the safety of the fruit. Under the U.S. plan, 
Chilean fruit already held by importers, wholesal- 
ers and retailers in the United States is to be 
destroyed “to eliminate fruit that cannot be 
practically inspected,” said Frank Young, commis- 
sioner of the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA). 


Dick Cheney 

Cheney 
takes over 
defence 

WASHINGTON (R) — Nine 
days ago. Dick Cheney was a 
little-known, though bright and 
articulate Republican congress- 
man from Wyoming. 

On Friday, he quit the house of 
representatives and moved into 
one of the most difficult jobs in 
the U.S. government after the 
Senate confirmed him 92-0 as 
defence secretary. 

Within hours of the vote. 
Cheney was sworn -in and moved 
to the Pentagon to tackle such 
problems as slashing $6.3 billion 
from the 1990 military budget and 
fixing the arms acquisition pro- 
cess, rocked by a fraud and brib- 
ery scandal. 

Cheney. 48. was nominated to 
the cabinet by President Bush 
March 10, one day after the 
Senate rejected John Tower as 
Bush's first choice to head the 
Pentagon. Tower lost amid 
allegations that he drank heavily 
and was a womaniser. 

Cheney told senators his firsr 
task, "perhaps the most impor- 
tant thing I will do at the Defence 
Department.” will be to seek 
good senior managers to help him 
plan strategy and weapons prog- 
rammes despite budget-balancing 
cuts. 

Cheney took over the Penta- 
gon job from acting Defence 
Secretary William Taft, who pre- 
viously was deputy secretary and 
has served in a caretaker role 
since Defence Secretary Frank 
Carlucci left office with President 
Ronald Reagan in January. 

The new secretary was the 
second-ranking Republican offi- 
cial in the house after represent- 
ing Wyoming for 10 years. 


Warsaw, Solidarity 
talks near collapse 



WARSAW (AP) — Solidarity leader Lech Walesa 
addressed fanners in Warsaw Saturday and con- 
vened a meeting of the National Commission of his 
banned union, which has declared a crisis in its talks 
with authorities on political and economic reform. 


the seat representing the whole of 
the capital. 

“He may be a communist but 
he is now an outsider whom the 
party apparatus hates,” a Soviet 
political analyst aid. “If he wins, 
it will be a minor revolution in 
this country where almost no-one 
remembers anything like free 
elections.” 

Many ordinary Muscovites, 
and some officials, express the 
view that attacks on Yeltsin serve 
only to strengthen his popularity 
which they say is particularly 
strong among workers. 

After a meeting of the party 
Central Committee on March 15 
and 16, Kremlin ideological chief 
Vadim Medvedev said a commis- 
sion had been set up to look into 
complaints that Yeltsin was 
promoting policies against the 
party line. 


“I have come to work,” Walesa 
told reporters at Warsaw's central 
station, arriving on the early 
morning train from bis home in 
the Baltic Port city of Gdansk. 

He was met by historian Bro- 
nislaw Geremek, one of bis 
closest advisers. Geremek also 
leads the opposition delegates in 
- a working group on political re- 
form that is part of broader nego- 
tiations on Poland’s economic 
and political future, including the 
possible re-legalisation of Soli- 
darity and the opening of elec- 
tions to independent candidates. 

Walesa said he planned to 
spend the day consulting with the 
20-member Solidarity National 
Executive Commission and 
would return home afterward. 

Before joining the closed-door 
commission meeting, held in an 
upstairs room of a church in the 
residential neighbourhood of 
Zoiibotz, Walesa addressed 450 
delegates attending the first 
National Congress in eight years 
of the banned farmers group-Ru- 


ral Solidarity, taking place at 
another nearby church. 

Welcomed with chants of 
"Solidarity, Solidarity,” Walesa 
embraced the leader of the far- 
mers union, Jozef Slisz, and 
wished the farmers luck with their 
weekend deliberations. 

One agreement readied at the 
talks with the government so fax 
was for the legalisation of Rural 
Solidarity, which had been ban- 
ned along with Solidarity when 
martial law was imposed in De- 
cember 1981. 

Solidarity hits Warsaw 

The union Friday accused au- 
thorities of violating commit- 
ments to the opposition by leav- 
ing some points out of a reform 
package that has been sent to 
parliament. 

The government later issued a 
statement saying it sent the bills 
to parliament to allow discussions 
among deputies to begin, and not 


to prejudge any' agreement with 
the opposition. 

Solidarity national spokesman 
Janusz Onyszkiewicz said at a 
news conference that agreements 
reached in talks between the gov- 
ernment and the- opposition were 
not induded in draft legislation 
sent to the Sejm, or parliament. 

"If the authorities go ahead 
with the draft law on electoral 
procedure, the Senate and the 
presidency, Onyszkiewicz said. 

Government and opposition 
leaders had agreed in pnndpie at 
talks that began Feb. 6 to allow 
democratic elections to a new 
senate and to open up 35 per cent 
of the Sejm to the independent 
opposition, whose candidates 
would take part in elections. 

Both sides also agreed that 
Solidarity and other banned 
groups would be legalised, and 
Poland would get a strong presi- 
dent who would serve the next six 
or seven years. 

"After all these debate we' 
thought that we had reached an 
agreement on certain things that 
are not reflected in the draft sent 
to the Sejm," Onyszkiewicz said, 
referring to the discussions be- 
tween government and opposi- 
tion leaders that have been refer- 
red to as “round-table talks.” 


‘Greenhouse effect could 
damage Amsterdam* 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — Large 
parts of historic Amsterdam may 
need to be demolished in the next 
few decades because of structural 
damage caused by the “green 
house effect,” a government- 
commissioned study has warned. 

The gradual warming of the 
Earth's atmosphere also may 
cause flooding in Venice, the 
death of urban greenery in Paris 
and stifling temperatures in many 
cities around the Mediterranean, 
according to Hans Verwaart, a 
researcher involved in the study. 

Verwaart disclosed details of 
the study by the private Interna- 
tional Institute for the Urban 
Environment to the AP Friday. 

He said the project to assess 
repercussions of the greenhouse 
effect on 14 cities was commis- 
sioned by the Dutch environment 
ministry and based on recent esti- 
mates by the World Meteorolo- 
gical Organisation and the United 
Nations Environment Prog- 


According to those estimates, 
average temperatures in Europe 
will rise by five degrees Celsius in 
summer and three degrees Celsius 
in winter over the next few de- 
cades. 

The greenhouse effect, some 
scientists say, is caused by emis- 
sions of gases like carbon dioxide 
and nitrogen dioxide, major com- 
ponents of industrial discharges 
and automobile exhause fumes. 
The gases get trapped in the 
atmosphere and hold in heat, 
creating a greenhouse effect. 

Worst hit by the greenhouse 
effect would be Mediterranean 
cities, where stifling temperatures 
would combine with a drop in 
average wind speeds, less rain, 
and already serious air pollution, 
Verwaart said. 

The temperature rise would 
also melt down the huge glaciers 
covering the mountains of 
Switzerland, Austria and Central 
Europe, which normally feed ma- 


jor rivers like the Rhine and the 
Meuse. 

When the glaciers eventually 
are gone, those rivers will dwin- 
dle substantially, and the water 
table in much of northwestern 
Europe will fell, Verwaart pre- 
dicted. 

He added that would cause 
massive damage to the founda- 
tions of the 17th and 18th-century 
buildings that line the famous 
canals of this Dutch capital, mak- 
ing their demolition inevitable in 
many cases. 

Historic Amsterdam houses 
are built on long wooden poles 
driven deep into the soggy soil 
until they hit more solid ground. 
As long as those poles remain 
covered by a thin layer of water, 
they are protected from rot. 

But as the water table falls, 
many of the wooden poles will 
dry up. “The tips of the poles will 
rot... that can affect the entire 
foundation,” Verwaart said. 


Millie and Mrs. Bush 
share a bed 

WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bush revealed on Friday his 
wife Barbara had kicked him out 
of their bedroom so she could 
play midwife to their pregnant 
dog Millie. The president quoted 
Mrs. Bush as saying: “Tonight, 
you're in the Lincoln bed alone." 
He said he was being banished to 
the historic room in the White 
House where Abraham Lincoln 
slept because Millie, a three-year- 
old English Springer Spaniel, 
might have puppies as early as 
this weekend. Mrs. Bush, who 
has been anxiously awaiting the 
event, told him .Millie had time 
Thursday night, so she was plan- 
ning to lum the presidential bed- 
room into a canine maternity 
ward, the U.S. leader said. Bush 
said be was betting Millie would 
have six puppies and that he did 
not plan to keep any because of 
“the enormous demand out 
there” for puppies with White 
House bloodlines. As for his exile 
from the doggie delivery room. 
Bush said it “Just suits the heck 
out of me.” “I never thought 
we'd go through something like 
this again after six kids and 11 
grandchildren,” he added. 

Everything goes in 
avant-garde show 

PEKING (R) — China's national 
art gallery said Saturday it had 
fined organisers of a controversial 
avant-garde art show’ 2,000 yuan 
($540) for outrageous behaviour 
besmirching the gallery’s presti- 
gious name. The exhibition 
opened and closed on its first day 
in February after young artists 
shocked authorities with unsche- 
duled performances of “anion 
art.” One artist washed his feet in ■ 
bowls of water, one “hanged" 
himself, another sold live prawns, 
some threw condoms and money 
onto the ground. Police moved in 
when an art student fired two 
bullets from a small pistol into 
her work, two glass telephone 
booths. “The gallery's repute was 
seriously harmed and other ex- 
hibition’s being staged at the time 
suffered from the closure." a 
gallery official said. The show — 
China’s first major avant-garde 
exhibition for many years — 
reopened after several days and 
thousands of people flocked to 
see balloon-like breasts, a hang- 
ing phallus, dead fish, industrial 
debris and other creations. 


THE Sunday Crossword 


LOCI 

By L M1B er 

ACROSS 
1 UlMi - 
S Sfowfy or 
npUtr os- 
11 Note 
IS --data |au 
counm) 

19 Dragon rri tong 
30 Temporary 
P raporty holder 

21 Wine p rod uci ng 
cantor 

22 Jacques' Mack 

23 Motol fusion 

25 OuJcTmmpUng 
27 Com toning 
2> Not twaolhor 
29 PeupoMa 
21 Conn with 
coal dual 
32 Author Gray 


DOWN 

1 Church nests 

2 hurt stag* 

3 Musical 
direction 

4 Frequently 

5 WhK* poplar 
■ Vafloy 

7 Hooding 
■Unction 
1 Yolo student 
> Coagulating 
nicy nvi 

10 Tyw - 

11 Game ttah 

12 Or. Rhino's HoM 

13 Fnrni — Z 

14 Tawdry ail 

15 Without 
lodgkigo 

IB Scop 
17 Spawn* 

IB Moth's homo 
24 Crave 


Edited by Herb EHenson 


34 Chino**; prof. 
36 Bofgo 
38 Not DtUrrg 
38 Utaeawr 
45 Comic Jay 

48 Soggy ground 
<7 Of MnmUc 

troika 

41 Plow namo 

49 Boys 

50 Horn 
52 Ropoat 

54 Platform 

56 Thoy mako (tor* 
ofiioo 

57 Loot gothorors 

55 Negative 

00 8oach re s o rt 
81 Rofsoa d' - 

83 Port of 0 ED 

84 Rubber troo 


28 PmponHf opptoa 

30 Hopakmg 
Cassidy* 
ponrayor 

33 A4«>c*ta 

54 Rafugo 

38 Engraver 

34 Misfortune* 

37 — ride 

38 Chamrialat 

39 Straight prof. 

40 Concert 
hollo 

41 Grand 

42 Goober 

43 Memorial 
Stadhim 
don icon 

44 Triad 

48 Sonant 

51 Organic 


85 Dockat llama 
68 Cooled with 
crumb* 

70 Appraised 

72 Mall ow 

73 KeBy 1 * croatura 
78 Spool 

77 Soviet range 

78 Qaftrig or Rawl* 
80 Traffic tie-ups 
82 Retin* area 

87 Matters 

88 Zorbo'i quaff 

90 Pratto* 
moraofa 

91 Sarah — Jewett 

92 Sports info 
•4 Cuban dance 
98 Aimed* aunts 
*7 Network 

98 Skfm over 


88 Haa trouble 
with eaae* 

57 Lata-nlgM flight 

58 Bom er vote 
82 "Norma — " 

85 Carrtoga typo 
88 Guinea pig kin 
87 PofntBUot 


Diagramfess to x tv. By Roger Co 


ACROSS 
1 Tool 

5 Liquid rack 

6 Ontario's 

land 

8 trrttatad 

9 Roman 
poet 

13 — degree 
(Intensive 
questioning) 
18 Soaked 
20 Make over 


DOWN 

1 MM 

2 Trf Bid 
thin 

3 White Hone 
office 

4 Mon 
laboriously 

• 8A Indian 

7 Commercial* 

8 Stiff 

8 KIBar whale 
10 Subject -object 
rink 


21 Vttttora from 
the East 

22 Waatbercocfc 

28 Ship’s hud* 
24 K. patriot 

Giuseppe 

29 Flair 

30 Cast oH 

32 Night light 

33 Dam! 

34 Redp* word 

35 Edible nut 


11 Concepts 

12 Oppressed 

13 Oort, worker 

14 Laverai later 

18 Crushed 
17 Festive 
II bisect 

19 Urges 

24 Anthropoid 

25 vary old! abbr. 
28 Unautho ri s e d 

hrtomifctJon 
27 Amount 


88 Wolfhound 
88 Voter 
71 Loser 

74 Yofco — 

75 Tecfleoe 

77 Forearm bones 

78 Diana or 
Katharine 

.81 Protract ad 

83 Cafe on — 

84 Where papers 
are printed 

85 Aware 

88 Mgh-sehooter 


37 Mrs. Gorbachev 

40 Actor Stacy 

41 FRrta 
43 S. Air. 

45 Causticity 
48 Jacob's wHo 
48 Slow 

54 Master 

55 Court 
participant 

87 No — land 

88 Marfidnal plant 


28 Occupy 

31 Chart abbr. 

36 EFA’s concern: 
abbr. 

38 Ooza 

39 Don’t give - 

42 That girl 

44 Lariat 

45 “When I 
was — " 

48 Pemer’e state: 
abbr. 

4T Press 


101 Stoneurorkar 

102 Superior 

103 Saudi district 

104 Tin* 

105 Small: prat 

107 Satirist Frabsn 

108 Lsgand 
110 Spoil 
113 Bistro 
116 Motes 
118 Sunsorean 

ingredient 

120 WMorfoo’a 
state 

121 Ucksd up 

122 Whit 

123 Cattle group 

124 Fore k no w s r 

125 Lancelot'* 
love 

128 Cupid 


88 Added on 
90 Fair 
03 Brusque 
95 Mountain pass 
99 Mov eme nt to 
unify Cyprus 
and G ranee 

100 Cone-shaped 

101 West and 


104 Scot- river 

105 Race distance 
108 Sikorsky 

107 Night liglit 

108 Amazon Indian 
108 Solar disc 

111 Preminger 

112 Autocrat 

113 Slangy no 

114 US writer 

115 Have debts 

117 Tropical bee 

118 Ms Zadora 


59 Roof overhang 

60 Town on the 
71(01000 

61 Actress Read 

63 Desire 
wrong! ufly 

64 Social 
engagement 

05 Crmwcn 

69 Pays (of 

70 Formerly 

71 Unwanted plant 


49 Bondmen 

50 ChORdi sector 

51 ran oU style 

52 Tie Mantra 

53 Aegte-Saiwn 
laborer 

M Uria and Trotsky 

62 Perforin ancs 

63 A l lu d ed to 
68 Lined up 
67 Pas cot l oe 
89 Protective 

spray 


^ j jj iij 

hbbb aummmm am ana 

JBBBJBBBBBB JBBBJBBBB 

liBB JBBB JBJ B BBBBBH 

^mnnnnm hbbb T 
anflflB aaBBBBaaBBBBaaal 
aBBB JBBB aflflBB iJBBBB 
aBBB aBflflaa aaaa aBBB 
anflaflflBflfl aBaasa umm 
naaiB aaaa aBBB aaa 
■BB aflflflBafl I1BBI 

aflfl aaaa aBBB aaaa I 
aflfl aflBaaB aaaBBBBaaa 
aaaa aBBB jbbbbb aBBB 
aaaaa aaflaa aBBB aBBB 
■maiiiiiiiiB QBsn 

BB fiflBB IBBfll 

a ubbb HHBB mmmi 

BHffiB BBHBBBBfflBBM 

ubbb ibhbi mmm 

S 3 BBB ilBBBBB BBS 


Ian Week's Cryptogram 

1. Although si milar , porcupines end hedgrbogp come from different 
Tamil it*. 

2. Wisdom fa a wonderful quality, but U quickly becomes hinh when it 
lack* a Mr of wir. 

3. My fuzzy memories can idly paint perfect days beyond the bine 
horizon. 

4. Pompous pharaoh has pyramid made lo honor him in perpetuity. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

I. CXSXIOAERSAZEY MZO SZYYABY 5 X B B F Y 
OZESRER DRY ZELX R YXR! IXLXF. 5 
CIZFVCSY D X A V C RVBAEYS A S.-By Connie Rove frid 
Z. ESMY V9Q VLGNTO HTNSMS0H1 MYN ■■SO" 
MY SOU. BTN YNBTMI BOG VAI.FNT1 1MSAA 


SO VSIYSLO? 


— By Barbara J. Rngg 


3. THE H SIHPCNl' HEX TRL5 ENJOY A R QYXR H 

S I N J O Y A R? Q L 1 1, PHUCL AN. -By Lot* II. Jones 

4. CJD XDLBJL HEQA CUB KE EQA-KYBJ 
XLYlSAH XEL fcSJ AYBJ CJL V Y 5 It.— By EkrilfctMlI 


nnn nrrur nnnn nnrenn 
nnnn nn - n nnnn rinrirvci 


nnnrt'Tnnnnnrrmn normuri 
■ innrrn nnnn nnnfi nnrrn 
Minn nnn numjn nnn 


nnnnn n«nr nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nrnjnnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnn nnnnnn 
f.mtnnnn nnnn rtnnti nnn 
nnnn nnrirrjRnnn ~nrin 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn onnnn 
nnnn unnnnnnnn nmn 
nnn nnnn nnnn nrjrmnnp 
nnnnnnn nn~n nnnn nan 
nnnnnnnn nnnn# nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnn nsmna nun nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn nnnnnrt 
mr’.nnn nrainrurammiTi: 
ninmnn nnnn nnnn mnr, 
nrr-nn nnnn nnnn nnn 


SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 


nnrn 
nnorm 
r-nnrmn 
nnn nnnnnn 
-nnnn nnnnn 
~n nmm nnnn 
nrmnnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nmin 

S onn nnnnnn nun 

nnn nnnnnnn nnnn 
■n nnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
■nnnn n~nnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnn 
nfirnv- nnnrm 

nnnnnn nnn 
i innnnn 
rn~nn 
nnnn 
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